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THE VISTA * 




concerns in Mission 
Beach. 
New angle on Maher leaning tree 
MEREDITH SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITFR 
The crooked tree outside of 
Aromas has been a focus of at­
tention at USD. The reason for 
its awkward angle has boggled 
students for decades and as time 
goes on, it tends to arouse even 
more curiosity on campus. 
So, what kind of tree is it? 
"It is Araucaria heterophylla, 
the Norfolk Island Pine," associ­
ate professor of biology, Dr. Mi­
chael Mayer said. "It is a conifer 
native to Norfolk Island, which 
is east of Australia and north of 
New Zealand." 
Dr. Lisa Baird, a biology pro­
fessor, explained that the species 
does not usually grow at an angle. 
"The tree does not normally lean 
like that, but it has been leaning 
for as long as I can remember," 
Baird said. "I think it is getting 
more apparent with time." 
There have been many specu­
lations and urban myths about 
how the tree began to bend at its 
unusual angle. 
"I heard that the tree became 
that way a few years back," 
See TREE, page 3 
LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA 
Meet me at the SLR! 
New building will provide food, offices and fun 
:ARRIE WIDDER 
STAFF WRITER 
With the recent additions of 
SOLES and the new gym, dorm 
and cafe down in Mission Cross­
roads, USD has set a high bar for 
buildings on campus. The Stu­
dent Life Pavilion, tentatively ar­
riving next fall, appears to follow 
such standards. At first glance, it 
sounds similar to the University 
Center. On closer inspection; 
however, it seems that it is going 
to be much more than that: 
What most students don't re­
alize is that the construction will 
be completed in two phases. The 
first phase includes the comple­
tion of the SLP in its entirety, as 
well as renovation of the UC as 
we know it now. The current deli 
and bakery will be combined 
into one, Frank's Place, and will 
serve as a student lounge with 
pool tables, gaming, WiFi ca-
r and outdoor 
f^atiwW*a|MMM8gr"" jMjf 
"The two buildings essentially 
work together," Roger Manion, 
Assistant Vice President of Fa­
cilities Management said. "We 
will have what we call substan­
tial completion July 17, meaning 
that phase one will be ready for 
when students enter fall '09," 
added Manion. 
See SLP, page 3 
Third Eye to 
rock at USD 
AVERY DURNAN 
STAFF WRITER 
As anyone who has recently 
stepped foot on the USD campus 
is aware, next Thursday evening 
Third Eye Blind will be playing 
at the University of San Diego. 
The brainchild of famed singer 
Steven Jenkins, drummer Brad 
Hargreaves and guitarist Tony 
Fredianelli, Third Eye Blind has 
been one of America's premier 
concert bands for the past 15 
years. 
Though the group got together 
in the early '90s; in a world of 
ever-changing band members, 
Third Eye Blind still retains 
three out of their four founders. 
Hargreaves made some time to 
talk with The Vista about the 
band's upcoming show at-USD, 
in which he joked about the loss 
of their bassist as something 
natural,".. .he was just taking up 
too much room on the bus." 
The alternative rock group 
is known for their college per­
formances, and the trio from 
San Francisco has rocked cam­
puses nationwide in the past 
few years. When asked why the 
group has booked so many col­
lege shows recently, Hargreaves 
said, "We've always played a lot 
of college shows. Our booking 
agent actually told us that we 
are the most requested college 
band at CAA (Creative Artists 
Agency). But we love colleges; 
we like to play for smart people." 
Third Eye Blind also likes to 
play shows in San Diego, and 
though they seldom get to play 
the West Coast (ironic as they 
live in San Francisco, Los Ange­
les and Pacific Beach), they have 
played the House of Blues, The 
Belly Up and UCSD's Sun God 
Festival. 
It is no secret that Third Eye 
Blind's record sales on their third 
album, "Out of the Vein," were 
See THIRD EYE, page 2 
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Community shares responsibility for a greener campus 
JENNY FARRELL 
fillFST WRITFR 
. University of integrity, uni­
versity of wonder, university of 
passion. It is these principles that 
were addressed in the "Be Blue, 
Go Green" campaign, which 
captured the campus' drive to­
wards new policies led by the 
USD Sustainability and Climate 
Change Task Force, whose news­
letter was sent out last week. 
The e-mail contained informa­
tion that encouraged all students, 
faculty and administrators to 
participate in moving the campus 
towards a more sustainable 
culture. Transparency, coopera­
tion and accountability were the 
qualities that were discussed in 
order for the campus to achieve 
sustainability. 
The recycling process, for 
instance, is a key issue as indi­
vidual students are responsible 
to separate recyclable and trash-
only products. Lou Magana of 
General Services noted in the 
newsletter, "What may be con­
fusing is the black 'trash' bags 
and the clear 'recycling' bags 
may be transported in the same 
vehicle, but the separation occurs 
at the enclosure." 
A recycling program that 
is currently embraced by the 
university has demonstrated 
See GREEN, page 5 
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Where can 1 meet a good man? 
-Loveless 
Ah, the question on all of our 
minds. When 1 discussed this 
question with a friend, her answer 
was simple, "That's easy. Look 
outside USD." Ha! 
While this may or may not be 
true, I know it is a challenge for 
many women and men to find the 
partner of their dreams. Especially 
in college, when many people's 
dreams center around days at the 
beach and nights at the club rather 
than the search for that person 
that's really marriage material. 
Society has told us for so long 
that we're just crazy college kids 
and all we care about is sex, so 
we're just living up to the self-
fulfilling prophecy right? Wrong! 
I know there are still many people 
out there, including me, who are 
open to, or even actively hunting 
for, the real thing. So, let's find it, 
together. Just be ready for a lot of 
.trial and error. 
First, let go of the past. I know, 
Joey broke your heart. I know, it 
hurts that Jennifer dumped you. 
You're better off anyways and 
there's someone just around the 
corner that is going to make you 
forget all about the past. 
If you haven't met anyone you 
fancy in awhile, try getting outside 
of your comfort zone a little. Join 
a group that you've previously 
had little to do with. People work­
ing together for a common good 
are often interested in good things. 
You never know what might 
happen in the heat of the protest. 
Also, I am so sorry to say, that 
a bar or nightclub is probably not 
going to be where you meet your 
next mate. I mean, when was the 
last time you heard someone say, 
"No, I'm not going to dance or to 
drink. I'm going to find my soul-
mate." Yeah. Though all sorts of 
nightlife is a good time, just keep 
in mind that it is probably not the 
place to find that Prince Charming 
type of guy. 
Then again, no place specifical­
ly is. Just keep an open mind and 
an open heart. Be willing to take a 
few chances. And, never settle. 
Ask Jilla! E-mail your questions 
to janthony@usdvista.com. 
News Editor: Anne Slagill 
Asst. News Editor: Allyson Hunt 
aslagill@usdvista.com 
*4 / % 
1974 The fossilized remains 
of a female human ancestor 
named Lucy (after 
The Beatles' song 
j "Lucy in the Sky 
with Diamonds") 
are found in 
. Ethiopia. 
1955 Rosa Parks is arrested 
for refusing to give 
up her front-
section bus seat 
to a white man 
in Montgomery, 
Ala. 
1976 Fidel Castro becomes 
President of Cuba replacing 
Osvaldo Dorticos Torrado. 
1973 Spacecraft Pioneer 10 
sends back the first close-up 
images of Jupiter. 
1954 The first Burger King 
opens in Miami, Fla. 
1933 The 21st Amendment 
to the Constitution, repealing 
prohibition, is ratified. 
1973 Gerald Ford is sworn 
in as vice president, replacing 
Spiro T. Agnew. 
1941 Japan attacks Pearl 
Harbor. 
HISTORY.COM, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
Third Eye Blind to play at fall concert 
THIRD EYE, continued 
nowhere near the sales for their first 
two albums. But the show must go on: 
Third Eye Blind is coming out with anew 
album in 2009, entitled "Ursa Major." 
Jenkins calls the album "more politi­
cal" than their previous three, and Har-
greaves' recommends the track "Sharp 
Knife" off the album. Hargreaves says 
that his favorite tracks are those, "that 
are written the most collaboratively, just 
written from us in a room jamming." He 
notes that the band's several-year long 
hiatus served to strengthen the band 
by bringing different worldly elements 
to their music, "We've all grown up in 
Third Eye Blind, so it's nice to go out 
of our comfort zone, grow outside what 
we know, then return to the band." 
But when they returned to the scene, 
the music industry had changed around 
quite a bit, such that "the industry barely 
exists anymore" according to Har­
greaves. "We used to be a major label 
artist, and now we're lucky even to be 
able to record a new record. Everything 
is so slated right now...Ever since the 
'90s, the industry has been in a downhill 
spiral. But in a way, it's good because 
we can still control our own destiny. It's 
way harder to make it as a band, but the 
best bands shall survive." 
TOM NASH 
Clearly, Third Eye Blind aspires to 
be one of the last bands standing. They 
will be performing in the JCP next 
Thursday. Tickets are still available for 
the show and can be purchased at the 
UC Box Office for $10. 
AS presents local reggae act Little District 
AVERY DURNAN 
.STAFF WRITFR 
San Diego's own reggae band, Little 
District will be playing in front of the 
UC at noon on Dec. 4 and AS will be 
providing food. Little District will be 
playing an hour-long set during the ear­
lier half of dead hours. 
Based out of Encinitas, Little District 
is the brainchild of front man Mike 
Pinto. Pinto has played at USD sev­
eral times as a solo act at Aromas and 
has said that he is looking forward to 
returning. USD graduate and current 
AS advisor Justin Calbreath has seen 
him perform several times before and 
enjoys his performance. "He's got a lot 
of good energy. He has a great Southern 
California surfer/reggae vibe. And he's 
not much older than college students, 
which makes him popular here," Cal­
breath said. 
His music is similar to Slightly 
Stoopid or Sublime; a fusion of reggae/ 
ska/surf that appeals to many people 
looking for a relaxed daytime concert. 
The band plays a lot of shows in the San 
Diego area. 
Those students occupied elsewhere 
during dead hours will still be able to 
check out Little District at their MyS-
pace page or at one of their other San 
Diego shows. 
The concert will be sponsored by 
AS. It is free to all students as well as 
the general public. Food and drink will 
be provided on a first-come first-served 
basis to all people present at the show. 
Pizza and soft drinks will likely be the 
lunch of choice according to AS direc­
tors. 
This concert will wrap up the AS fall 
free concert series, which has provided 
seven concerts throughout the semester. 
Three of these shows have been housed 
in Aromas, with the remainder of the 
shows exhibited in front of the UC. The 
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Professors shed light on angled tree 
TREE, continued 
sophomore Taylor Geiling said. 
"These guys were hosting a party in 
their room and were about to get written 
up for the second time. Public Safety 
was called because it was so wild and 
they freaked out. So before anyone got 
there, they jumped off the terrace of 
Maher and onto the tree and it bent it all 
up like that." 
Of course, there are scientific hypoth­
eses as well. "I suspect that the tree is 
leaning because of some environmental 
condition: the prevailing wind direction 
or prevailing angle of the sunlight, or 
maybe something else," Mayer said. 
"I prefer the wind hypothesis, because 
there is another specimen of this species 
in the Camino Founders Courtyard that 
does not lean." 
Some students have expressed con­
cern that the tree may topple. "I think 
it's going to fall over eventually," fresh­
man Bretton Gonzalez said. "We should 
have a funeral for it when it does." 
Miguel Hernandez, from Facilities 
Management, ensures students that a 
collapse is highly unlikely. "It is not 
going to fall unless there is a lot of 
water pressure to push it down," Her­
nandez said. 
Facilities Management reports that 
they treat this tree like any other tree 
on campus. No special precautions are 
taken when manicuring it. The lean is 
a naturally occurring aspect in some 
plants and does not seem to be an im­
mediate threat to the campus. 
Freshman Sarah Pacitti enjoys the 
eclectic flair that the tree brings to 
campus. "I think it certainly gives our 
school character." 
Student Life Pavilion will house restaurants and centers 
SLP, continued 
Phase two includes the renovation of 
the current cafeteria and faculty dining 
room. These will be turned into a fac­
ulty lounge during the day and later in 
the evening, into a restaurant called La 
Grande Terraza. This area of construc­
tion should be completed by Nov. 24 of 
2009. 
The four-tiered acropolis promises to 
be the new hub of student life and will 
be home to the many centers on campus, 
most notably the Student Leadership 
and Involvement Center on the second 
level, along with Greek Life and other 
student organizations. It will also house 
the Multicultural Center, the Women's 
Center, the Honors Center and the 
Graduate and Law Center. These will all 
be on the third level, along with student 
publications and media and will allow 
all of the centers to interact. 
Lounges will be abundant in the new 
building, with an international students 
lounge and an active game lounge com­
plete with billiards and video games, in­
cluding several Wiis. The game lounge 
will be on the main level and will also 
include places for students to meet and 
hang out or to have group study ses­
sions. The main level will also feature 
the Mercado, which will boast a grocery 
line full of fresh produce, sandwiches 
and gelato that will be open from 7 a.m. 
until 2 a.m. A courtyard will connect this 
area to the current university center. 
The pavilion will also be the home of 
the new dining hall, which will be open 
24 hours a day and will offer wireless 
Internet. There will be stations offering 
a larger variety of food ranging from 
Vietnamese to American. This dining 
area will look out onto the Plaza Mayor, 
which will be an outdoor area for meet­
ing places, concerts and the like. It will 
be home to "a lot of al fresco dining, 
something we haven't had a whole lot 
of before now," Manion said. 
The building has also embodied "Be 
Blue, Go Green." The first Leadership 
in Environmental and Energy Design 
certified building on campus, the pa­
vilion will be made from sustainable 
materials, have natural ventilation and a 
green roof. This rooftop area will have 
panoramic views of the ocean and Mis­
sion Bay. 
Students will have almost every­
thing at their fingertips in this building. 
However, as junior Brittany Stilb said, 
"the construction is really annoying and 
only acceptable if they're putting a pub 
in that metal beast." While a pub may 
be a stretch; however, beer and wine 
will be served in La Grande Terraza 
to faculty and students who are 21 and 
older. Manion was reluctant to call it a 
LEVEL2 EL. 250' 
STUDENT Office INTERIOR: 
ALL FURNITURE AND FLOOR TO 
C El UNO PARTITION SYSTEM ARE 
F.F.6. CONTRACT - N.I.C. 
pub, but repeated the word "upscale" in 
reference to this area of construction. 
To celebrate both the completion 
of the Student Life Pavilion and the 
university's 60th Anniversary, the Uni­
versity of San Diego is putting together 
a time capsule. Suggestions or submis­
sions may be sent to Krystn Shrieve, 
in the Degheri Alumni Center, Room 
326. Submissions are due no later than 
Friday, Dec. 12. 
Although students complain about 
the constant construction on campus, 
the new Student Life Pavilion to be 
completed in fall of 2009 will add ame­
nities to suit a variety of needs. 
Students consider Peace Corps and other service groups 
LAUREN BARULICH 
STAFF WRITFR 
Working a 40-hour per week desk job 
might not be the only option after gradu­
ation. At least it's not for Jenny Farrell, 
class of 2009, who plans to become 
actively involved in serving others by 
hopefully joining the Peace Corps after 
receiving her diploma this May. 
Farrell can be spotted working behind 
the counters in Aromas cheerfully de­
livering drinks and pastries to fellow 
students with a smile. "I always really 
enjoyed interacting with other people 
and making people happy and the Peace 
Corps seems like the perfect opportu­
nity to do just that but on an even larger 
scale," Farrell said. 
Since being established in 1961, the 
Peace Corps has had over 195,000 vol­
unteers and has worked in 139 different 
countries. The Peace Corps offers its 
volunteers an abundance of service pro­
grams to participate in including educa­
tion, health and HIV, business, environ­
ment, youth, agriculture and more. 
The Peace Corps is just one of the 
plethora of opportunities offered for 
students, like Farrell, who are interested 
in giving back to their communities. Not 
to be confused with the Peace Corps, 
the similarly sounding PLACE Corps 
or Partners in Los Angeles Catholic 
Education, is another well-known orga­
nization for students pursuing a career 
in service. 
USD alumna Bridget Dixon debated 
her post-graduation options while get­
ting ready to receive her diploma in 
2007. As a biology major, Dixon had the 
option of entering medical or graduate 
school after graduation. However after 
wrestling with her choices, "I found that 
what I really wanted was some way to 
connect my two passions, helping chil­
dren and science, which is how PLACE 
Corps became the perfect option for 
me," Dixon said. 
PLACE Corps, provides teaching 
services to under resourced schools 
around the Los Angeles area. This orga­
nization is partnered with the Archdio­
cese of Los Angeles and the University 
of Norte Dame and geared specifically 
towards three goals: spirituality, com­
munity and professional development. 
Dixon is the homeroom teacher for 
the sixth grade at Our Lady of Guadal­
upe Catholic School in East Los Ange­
les. She also teaches science and music 
to the sixth, seventh and eighth grades 
daily. 
The full-time teacher and graduate 
student said, "As their teacher, I get to 
provide my students with the stability 
that they need in order to succeed. Every 
day is a challenge, pushing me with my 
abilities to be flexible and handle the 
'curve balls,' but it is definitely worth 
it-" 
Y-FRIENDz provides yet another 
unique opportunity for after graduation 
and offers a career that will make a dif­
ference in a young child's life. Started in 
2004 and a part of the YMCA Corpora­
tion, Y-FRIENDz matches up volun­
teers with children whose parents have 
been incarcerated. Over the course of 
one year, the volunteers meet with their 
designated child a few times per month 
and provide them with guidance and in 
most cases, a meaningful friendship. 
Jessica Fulton, an employee of Y-
FRIENDz, found this program through 
Americorps VISTA. She said, "VISTA 
stands for Volunteers in Service to 
America and was modeled after the 
Peace Corps as part of President John­
son's War on Poverty in 1964." The po­
sitions with this organization are usually 
a year long with a focus on building up 
organizations geared towards eradicat­
ing poverty. 
Fulton's advice for students who want 
to become involved in service oriented 
work after graduation is "try anything 
that sounds interesting to you. Don't 
worry about what you've been trained 
to do and what your degree says you're 
capable of doing," Fulton said. "Look 
at every job, internship and volunteer 
activity as an opportunity to learn." 
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public safety report Nov. 17 - Dec. 1 
11 Serra Hall South Lot: 
At 4:07 p.m. Public Safety 
officers responded to a report 
of a parking dispute between 
two commuter students. Upon 
investigation, one student had 
allegedly blocked another 
student from entering a parking 
stall and had shouted obscenities. 
Both students were cited for 
being disrespectful towards a 
university community member. 
Alcala Vistas West lot: 
At 10:07 p.m. Public Safety 
officers responded to a report 
of a physical altercation 
involving two commuter 
students. Upon investigation, 
two students were exiting the 
JCP and commenting on the 
USD men's basketball victory. 
A non-student and one other 
unidentified man took offense, 
and proceeded to strike both 
students. One suspect was 
contacted and advised not to 
come on the university campus. 
The two students were cited 
for engaging in a physical 
altercation. 
Public Safety: At 1:37 p.m. 
Public Safety officers responded 
to a report of a suspicious letter 
that was incorrectly addressed 
to the University of San Diego. 
Upon investigation, the letter 
was non-threatening, and 
contained the personal views of 
an individual not affiliated with 
the university. 
^41 Public Safety: At 2:50 p.m. 
Public Safety officers responded 
to a report of verbal abuse 
between two resident students. 
Upon investigation, the former 
roommate of the victim had made 
insulting comments to her prior 
to the victim moving out. 
Laguna Hall: At 1:16 p.m. 
Public Safety officers responded 
to a report of a student who had 
illegally changed residences. 
Upon investigation, the student 
had moved from one apartment 
to another without prior 
authorization of Residential 
Life. The student was cited for 
violating the terms of the USD 
Housing Policy. 
University Terrace 
Apartments: At 8 p.m. a resident 
student witnessed a male looking 
through her UTA bathroom 
window as she was showering. 
The suspect was reported as 
being a white male with dark 
hair, and was possibly standing 
on two adjacent metal pipes 
to reach the 6'5" height of the 
bathroom window, which was 
open. The suspect left the UTAs 
immediately after being verbally 
confronted by the student. Public 
Safety officers responded and 
checked the surrounding areas. 
The incident remains under 
investigation. 
H Public Safety: At 10:29 a.m. 
Public Safety officers observed 
a commuter student become 
verbally abusive to a member 
of Parking Services staff. Upon 
investigation, the student had 
been frustrated with receiving 
a parking citation, and began to 
threaten the staff member and 
Public Safety officers that were 
present. The student was cited 
for using threatening words to 
provoke a fight. 
United Front shows off its diversity Corrections: 
A News article published on Nov. 
20, titled "Student protests proposition 
8 on campus" inaccurately quoted Joey 
Bailey. For the record, Bailey was not at 
the event and did not provide a quote. 
Ashley McLean: 
Because she has 
a pleasant at­








The United Front Multicultural Cen­
ter's Showcase Night was a feast of food 
and flags. Senior Juan Velasquez felt 
that the event was an excellent opportu­
nity to experience diversity. "You get to 
learn more about other cultures and you 
gain more of an awareness of the world 
around you," Velasquez said. 
Guests sat at assigned tables where 
they were able to learn about a particular 
country. They answered trivia questions 
about that specific country to win prizes 
at the end of the evening. The masters 
of ceremony, Josh Vergara, Gigi Garcia 
and Martha Felix, enthusiastically enter­
tained the audience while encouraging 
participation in the trivia contest." 
The highlight of the evening was a 
series of live performances by students 
who are involved in the United Front 
organizations. Acts included a Baile 
Folklorico and a Hula dance that was 
performed by students in Aikane O 
Hawaii. 
The display of talent was over­
whelming for many students who were 
heard talking after the event about how 
enthralled they were - with the whole 
production. 
Students were eager to learn more 
about other cultures, but were espe­
cially excited to taste the various food 
items. During the performances, attend­
ees were able to sample delicious food 
from many countries. 
Freshman Arielle Obrero felt that 
the showcase was an important event 
for the university community. "It really 
makes people aware of the different cul­
tures that are represented at this school 
and everyone here is able to meet new 
people and you can experience worlds 
that are different from your own," 
Obrero said. 
While many students were pleased 
with how the showcase was displayed, 
others were not so satisfied. Freshman 
Annette Garcilazo, who is Hispanic, 
said that she was disappointed. "I had 
expected a lot more diversity," Gar­
cilazo said. She felt that the showcase 
seemed to focus too much on the Mexi­
can culture. 
Garcilazo did state that the present­
ers were commendable. "It does take 
Performer shares talent at the showcase. 
courage to stand in front of an audience 
like that," she said. 
The combination of stellar perfor­
mances and delicious food gave stu­
dents a newfound appreciation for the 
talent of their peers that was manifested 
through the events of the showcase. 
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Students offer used book service to undergraduates 
RUBIN RESNICK 
CHIFF COPY FDITOR 
At the start of every semester, 
one is assured that certain aspects of 
campus life will not change. One of 
these constants is the expenditure for 
books which often cost a student well 
over $500 per semester. To address this 
perceived problem, two students, one 
current and one former, have joined 
together to offer a used book service 
to the undergraduates attending USD. 
The Vista interviewed J.T. Rogan and 
Michael Crawford in order to get the 
details on the operation. 
The Vista: How did you two get 
started? When did you meet? 
J.T. Rogan: Crawford and I met in 
football camp several years back and 
were quick friends. We were like-mind­
ed, similar backgrounds, same clique 
and well, we were on the football team 
together. 
Michael Crawford: It was a football 
friendship that has evolved into much 
more. Torero Textbooks is the mani­
festation of our ambition. We have the 
support and the financial backing, we 
can achieve our goals. J.T. and I are a 
team now. 
V: So what is the name of your orga­
nization? 
R: We're known as Torero Textbooks. 
You can go online to www. torerotext-
books.com and send us the details of 
your class schedule and we'll send you 
the books that you need. 
V: Exactly what services are you of­
fering to the students and why? 
R: My partner and I looked around 
at other local universities and saw that 
their campuses had a used bookstore 
available to their students in some form 
or another. There is no used bookstore 
here and because of that, most of the 
books that students are forced to buy are 
new and at full price. 
C: We felt as if we could give stu­
dents another option when they consider 
buying books. Some books cost more 
than $200 and no one will ever get the 
full price when selling the book back to 
the student store. At Torero Textbooks, 
we can give you the books that you 
need at a cheaper price because of the 
fact that we sell used books. 
R: Mesa, San Diego State, San Diego 
City College, they all have a used book­
store. Why can't we have one? Are 
we too rich? At Torero Textbooks, our 
motto is "buy for more, sell for less." 
V: Well, the student store does offer 
used books. What do you have to say 
about that? 
R: Yes, they do offer used books, but 
they are in small quantities. Most stu­
dents don't have the opportunity to buy 
those books anyway because they are 
always the first ones to be sold. 
Michael Crawford (left) and J.T. Rogan (right) pose in the campus bookstore. Their 
organization, Torero Textbooks, provides used books at competitive prices. 
C: Torero Textbooks is not just about 
used textbooks. We can offer students 
all of the books they need at a lesser 
price than what is offered at the student 
store. We understand that not everyone 
will be willing to purchase from us; we 
realize that some people, for one reason 
or another, will have to buy books from 
USD because of scholarship restrictions 
or some other reason like that. And 
don't forget, we'll deliver the books to 
you, you don't have to go anywhere. 
V: The books are actually delivered 
to the customer? Are you positive that 
Torero Textbooks can pull that off? 
C: As positive as two negatives. 
V: So you believe there is a market for 
this kind of operation at this campus? 
R: We offer the same books that the 
student store has available but the only 
difference is that our books are cheaper. 
You can't tell me that there aren't stu­
dents at this school who don't want to 
save money. 
C: Everyone is paying a lot of money 
to go here. There are Associate Student 
fees, parking fees, classes themselves 
cost a lot of money. We can help stu­
dents save around $100 each semester, 
maybe even more depending on what 
someone needs. 
R: Our operation is all online. We 
don't have the overhead that a typical 
brick and mortar operation must factor 
in. There is no middle man. 
Students take steps to promote a tradition of sustainability 
GREEN, continued 
an important step towards the green­
er campus life that was discussed in the 
newsletter. 
Outside of the inner circle of the Sus­
tainability Task Force, students and pro­
fessors have continued to raise concerns 
that have helped to focus the goals of 
sustainability. 
Last month, students in the T.R.E.E. 
club (Totally Radical Environmental 
Enthusiasts) organized a bike-to-school 
day and currently work with other 
clubs like Outdoor Adventures in ac­
tivities that educate the student body 
about concepts such as an environmen­
tal footprint. 
In order to help the Sustainability 
Task Force, Dr. Leeva Chung assigned 
a project to her students in her small 
group rationale class to innovate ways 
of limiting waste on campus*. The re­
sults of the project were submitted to 
the committee in order to help supple­
ment their effort. 
A non-club affiliated group imple­
mented a student recycling initiative 
project. Senior Simona Capisani com­
mented that "it was an effort made by 
a group of students who are personally 
collecting the recyclables being thrown 
in these boxes in order to bring a cam­
pus-wide awareness," she said. "This 
box project is just another individual­
ized effort, which I believe serves to 
promote the idea that there is a demand 
for a campus wide recycling program 
where all the members of the commu­
nity can witness that recycling is actu­
ally taking place." 
The first steps toward a recycling 
system were intiated in 1989, but the 
demand for a university mandate has 
not been fulfilled as of yet. A unified 
recycling program as suggested by the 
Sustainabilty Task Force would bring 
new levels of transparency and coop­
eration to the university's sustainability 
movement. 
In an effort to expand environmental 
sustainability awareness, Dr. Boud-
rias has proposed a "welcome to USD 
package" for all incoming freshmen 
and faculty that includes "Be Blue 
Go Green" gear along with literature 
detailing the six initiatives of a Torero 
student: Catholic social thought, inclu­
sion and diversity, integrated learning, 
internationalization, sustainability and 
enrollment management. 
The purpose of this initiative is to 
engage students with a tangible connec­
tion to the community and encourage 
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DOWNTOWN FORECLOSURE BUS TOUR 
Contact Seth today for a list of foreclosed properties 
and the dates of our next bus tour! 
$48,000,000 in homes sold this year! Thats experience! 
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IN  THE MIDST OF A STRONG BUYER'S  MARKET,  CHARACTERIZED BY AN OVER 
SUPPLY OF CONDOMINIUM PROJECTS,  RESALE UNITS.  FORECLOSURES AND 
SHORT SALES,  WE HAVE A UNIQUE WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY TO BUY INTO 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 'S  MOST EXCITED NEW URBAN CENTER FOR 
DRASTICALLY DISCOUNTED VALUES.  
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I had an epiphany a few weeks 
back in the midst of my struggle to 
put together a reasonable schedule for 
my last semester at USD. As I tried to 
work my schedule around one Gen 
eral Education requirement that wil 
remain anonymous, it finally hit me 
"Why do I need to take this class? 
Now, I'm sure many USD students 
as well as students across the country 
have questioned why they are required 
to take certain classes that have abso­
lutely nothing to do with their major 
or even area of interest. 
I was reminded of this again while 
reading an article earlier this week 
about foreign universities. In The 
New York Times, author Tamar Lewis 
outlines major differences between 
European and American universities, 
What caught my eye was that students 
in European universities, like St. An 
drews in Scotland, apply into a depart 
ment that specializes in their area of 
interest. From there, they take classes 
specifically tailored to enhance the 
student's knowledge within their area 
of interest. Unlike Europeans, Ameri­
can students are forced to take GE 
classes no matter what their major. 
Each system has its advantages and 
flaws. For those ambitious whipper-
snappers that come out of high school 
knowing exactly what they want to do, 
the European system would probably 
suit them better. But those students 
who don't exactly know or have no 
idea would fare better in the American 
system. I credit this not to the GE re­
quired courses, but the extra year that 
American students spend in college 
compared to European students. This 
extra year gives American students 
more time to explore different areas 
and try out a little bit of everything 
before picking a major. 
I question how much use a math 
or science class does for those who 
end up majoring in sociology or com­
munications. I know we are encour­
aged to be "well-rounded students," 
but it would be far more useful to 
replace those GE classes with a cer­
tain number of elective-style courses 
required to fulfill a GE requirement. 
These courses could range from every 
field available, allowing students to 
dabble in basic courses to get a feel for 
what they eventually want to major in. 
This would allow students to explore 
different fields and make a rational 
decision in choosing their major. 
Murder raises safety concerns in Mission Beach 
NICK MILLER 
STAFF WRITFR 
Mission Beach, an area of San Diego 
not known for its safety, was struck 
with yet another fatal incident this 
past month. On Nov. 16, Christopher 
Ross Connor, 21, was found dead in 
his apartment after getting into a fight 
with Brandon Callanan, his friend and 
neighbor. Callanan, 29, left Connor's 
apartment after Connor became unre­
sponsive during the fight. About an hour 
later, when he returned to the scene, he 
was taken into custody and held without 
bail. The cause of death is unknown and 
the police said that there was no evi­
dence of a murder weapon. 
If you were a student at USD in 2006, 
then it is almost impossible to hear about 
a murder in Mission Beach and not re­
member the sexual assault and burglary 
of four USD students. 
"I can't help but to think of the girls 
who were assaulted a couple of years 
ago," Jon Castro, a USD alumnus, said. 
"It really shows you that you may feel 
like you live in a safe little bubble but 
sometimes bad things happen." 
According to the San Diego County 
Regional Crime Map, there have been 
24 burglaries, 14 cases of assault and 
one rape in Mission Beach in the last 90 
days. 
It seems to me that there is more to 
be worried about than most residents of 
Mission Beach realize. There needs to 
be some sort of a change so that students 
The boardwalk in Mission Beach is poorly lit 
aren't risking their lives or their well-
being every time they want to walk to 
the Pennant. 
One precaution that students must 
take is to be more aware of their sur­
roundings and never walk alone at 
night. Attending one of Public Safety's 
Rape Aggression Defense Classes is a 
good idea so that one learns some basic 
self-defense techniques. 
Next, the San Diego Police Depart­
ment needs to address the fact that there 
is too much crime in Mission Beach. 
They need to assign more police officers 
to the area and rearrange their priori­
ties. Instead of breaking up parties and 
giving out MIPs to 20-year-old college 
students, they need to start focusing 
FLICKR/PHRENICBLOC 
despite a number of streetlights. 
on stopping criminals that are actually 
hurting the public. Since Mission Beach 
isn't that large, it wouldn't be .very dif­
ficult to put in stations on the beachside 
and bayside boardwalks like the ones 
on our campus that have a button that 
relays your location and lets you talk 
directly to either police in the area or 
a dispatcher that could send for help. 
The community would also benefit by 
replacing current bulbs with brighter 
ones that would better illuminate dark 
streets, alleys and parking lots. Adding> 
more lights in the alleys would also be 
beneficial. However, until something is 
done to increase safety, Mission Beach 
will continue to be a breeding ground 
for criminal activity. 
The future of President-elect Obama hinges on Iraq 
RYAN MULVEY 
filJFST WRITFR 
President-elect Barack Obama has 
reached the apex of his popularity. Ev­
eryone loves a winner. And a politician 
with a virgin record of little experience 
who has just won a historic election 
could not ask for more. But, it is all 
downhill from here. In the end, Obama, 
as with nearly every president before 
him, will "fail," as far as public opinion 
is concerned. Why? Because he will be 
unable to appease the diverse coalitions 
he built during his campaign. The time 
is now coming when America will dis­
cover who is going to get a piece of the 
cake and who is going be protesting on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Given Obama's 
plan for Iraq, first up is the anti-war fac­
tion. 
The peace vote was certainly one of 
the most vocal of all Obama support 
groups. Running on a platform of op­
position to the Iraq War and calling for 
complete withdrawal, Obama promised 
to withdraw nearly all U.S. forces by 
May«2010. With his electoral victory on 
the horizon, Obama has now released a 
more mature agenda which envisions 
the phased withdrawal of combat troops 
by the summer of 2010, with a "residual 
force" remaining to combat "al Qaeda in 
Iraq and to protect American diplomatic 
and civilian personnel." There has been 
no elaboration as to how strong this 
residual force will be or how long it 
will remain active. "Political recon­
ciliation" and the "end of sectarianism" 
seem to be the only vague guidelines 
for victory. The only clear point of 
Obama's plan is that no permanent mil­
itary bases will be established. And-tn 
case the reader wishes to confirm these 
facts, Obama's campaign website, now 
the homepage of his own personality 
cult, is a fantastic source. 
Yet, what does the Obama plan 
mean for U.S. interests in the region? 
Obama's agenda for the Iraq War is not 
unpopular with the technocracy and the 
political elite. The Iraqi government 
has approved the plan, as well as many 
military leaders of the Bush adminis­
tration. In fact, so many of the Bush 
administration's own military advisors 
approve, that they have been invited to 
participate in the new administration. 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, 
a Bush-appointee who supported the 
troop surge and has strongly argued 
against timetables and withdrawal, is 
set to continue as Obama's right-hand 
man at the Pentagon. This must be 
part of the change in Washington that 
Obama has been promising. 
But, despite all the calls for with­
drawal from Iraq and counter to popu­
lar misconception, Obama will not 
discontinue the War of Terror. Instead, 
Americans should prepare themselves 
for a reinvigorated, though repackaged 
Bush Doctrine and a War on Terrorism: 
Part Deux. Obama is no dove. Despite 
incessant spotlighting of his position 
on the Iraq War, he is a strong advocate 
for increased military involvement in 
Afghanistan and a reinvigoration of 
military intervention oversees. 
Given these statements, America 
ought not to be surprised when armed 
forces are pulled out of Iraq and sent 
into Somalia, Sudan or some other 
Bosnian-esque disaster zone. Obama 
will alienate his strongest supporters 
who expected the most; the anti-war 
crowd is bound for disappointment. 
And should the Iraqi government and 
nascent democracy survive the power 
void of withdrawn troops, then Obama 
will claim a victory truly due to the 
Bush administration's reconstruction 
policies. The lowest levels of violence 
that are now found in Iraq are due to the 
military leadership and strategic reform 
initiated by Bush. Should it fail misera­
bly then Obama will find himself having 
to move troops back in to stabilize the 
region and gain that final victory against 
terrorism for which he so often pines. 
Either way, the Iraq situation, and how 
Obama handles it, will set the tone for 
the entire upcoming term. One can only 
sit back and watch the outcome unfold. 
Personally, I am not too optimistic. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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SCOTT NOVAK 
001 UMN1ST 
Can you feel it, dear reader? Candy 
canes and gingerbread houses are float­
ing in on cool breezes and the soft glow 
of Christmas lights are radiating warmly 
through these brisk December nights 
Yes, the seasons are changing and 
Christmas is almost here, which means 
much needed break from the demands of 
yet another taxing semester. But before 
we can enjoy the comforts of a fireside 
glass of eggnog and "Grandma Got Run 
Over by a Reindeer" playing softly in the 
background, the gauntlet of final projects 
and exams must be run. Oh goody. 
When the semester started, I had great 
intentions of staying on top of things and 
not letting the work pile up, but those 
have since been thrown out and my 
survival instinct has taken over. This is 
finals season, where procrastination is 
king and reaching the finish line alive 
is the thought that reigns supreme. My 
defense mechanisms are kicking in to 
combat the almost overwhelming pres 
sure, and I welcome them with open 
arms. This time sucks, and we know it. 
Robert Burns said, "The best laid plans 
of mice and men often go awry," and the 
meaning of this statement is never clear­
er to me than at a time like this. If eight 
years of Boy Scouts taught me anything 
it's that having a plan is great, but one 
must always be prepared for anything. 
Also, never keep Pop-Tarts in your tent i n 
?ear country-, but that's another story. A1 
I mean to say is that I believe the ability 
to adapt is a far more important skill to 
have than the ability to plan. Not to say 
that thinking things through isn't a good 
practice, but personally I'd rather be able 
to act quickly than weigh the benefits o 
different alternatives when I'm staring 
a pack of rabid badgers square in their 
beady little bloodshot eyes. 
1 never planned on living at a bar in 
Puerto Vail aria after being forcibly re 
moved from a five-star hotel, but let's 
just say the situation presented itsel 
this summer. I could have paid to stay at 
another hotel, but then I wouldn't have 
been there to break up that fight between 
the duck and the Chihuahua or gone for 
a nice, quiet stroll on the beach with a 
bloodthirsty killing machine of a German 
Shepherd named Rambo, now would I? 
What I mean to say is that life comes 
at you fast and situations are constantly 
changing, but it is in this uncertainty 
where the magic happens. Don't let 
yourself get lost in all the hullabaloo anc 
tune out the world around you. Goa 
are great, but the journey should never 
be discounted for the sake of the destina­
tion. Good luck in these last few weeks 
dear reader, but don't let the thought o 
freedom consume you, lest you miss 
something wondrous in the meantime. 
BCS rankings spell Texas-sized controversy 
RYAN PLOURDE 
STAFF WRITFR 
The end is near for the 2008 college 
football season and it has been a wild 
one. There have been upsets, blow-outs, 
nail-biters and even a tie (no wait, that 
was in the NFL, but no matter). And 
with only one week left in the regular 
season, the debate has been sparked 
once again: does the Bowl Champi­
onship Series work or not? 
Save a loss this weekend, 
the Alabama Crimson Tide 
and the Oklahoma Sooners 
will play in the BCS National 
Championship game on Jan. 8. 
But with question marks like 
Boise State, the undefeated non-
BCS conference team who may 
not be invited to a BCS game, 
and Texas, the one loss team whom 
Oklahoma jumped this past weekend in 
the polls to become a national cham­
pionship contender, fans and analysts 
everywhere are questioning the BCS 
system. Ideas such as an 8-team play­
off or a plus-one format are emerging 
as possible replacements for the Bowl 
Championship Series. But what many 
fail to realize is this: these alternatives 
will still prove controversial. Moreover, 
the BCS itself does work. 
Now, before getting into why the 
BCS does work, it's important to real­
ize why the proposed alternatives to the 
BCS do not work. First, there is this 
idea of a playoff. College football does 
not have the resources or the time to 
design a large playoff. With teams only 
able to play one game a week, even a 
16-team playoff is not viable. So the 
best anyone can offer is the idea of an 
8-team playoff. The problem with this 
is that many teams still get left out; 
Boise State is currently ranked No. 9. 
As such they would be left out of this 8-
team playoff. So would Ohio State and 
ACC champion Boston College for that 
matter. So this idea of an 8-team playoff 
still raises questions. Clearly a playoff 
system does not end the controversy. 
So what of this idea of a plus-one 
system? For those who don't know, 
a plus-one system is an idea proposed 
ri! 
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within the BCS system. The original 
BCS format maintains four bowl games. 
In a plus-one system, these four games 
would be played out among eight teams. 
Two teams would then be selected to 
play in a national championship game. 
Yet again, this system provides more 
controversy. There is still the issue of 
ranking and who makes the four bowl 
games. There is also the issue of bowl 
affiliation; select bowl games are re­
served for particular conferences. The 
Rose Bowl, for example, is played by 
the Pac 10 and Big 10 champions each 
year. This plus-one system would still 
not work as only eight teams would 
make bowl games and of those eight, 
certain teams may not even deserve to 
be there. 
So why does the BCS work? The 
BCS is set up to provide five games, 
one of which determines the national 
champion, between the 10 best teams in 
the country. This scenario almost always 
plays out. More importantly, the Na­
tional Championship game rarely fails 
to pit the two best teams in the country 
against one another. Even though it is 
riddled with controversy, the BCS fun­
damentally works in that it provides 
a forum for the 10 best teams in the 
country to play one another with the 
two best teams vying for the Na­
tional Championship title. 
Aside from this fundamental 
success, the BCS really works 
for one reason; it makes college 
football exciting. College foot­
ball has come to be defined by 
the BCS games at the end of 
the season. These bowl games 
are the pinnacle of college football and 
rarely fail to provide some of the best 
games of the year. 
Also, there is the point that the BCS 
makes the regular season important. 
The BCS is based on regular season 
rankings, which means that every game 
counts. Without the BCS, the earth shat­
tering upset that was Oregon State over 
USC earlier this year means nothing; 
USC is still ranked No. 5 and so would 
still be included in both a playoff and a 
plus-one. 
College football is exciting because 
it is played with passion. Each week 
teams are playing as if that game mat­
ters, because each week, that game does 
matter. The BCS provides a format that 
forces teams to play all out each game. 
The BCS poses such an importance on 
each game that the entire season imitates 
the playoff atmosphere. 
I 
A regional solution for a stable Afghanistan 
JESSE AIZENSTAT 
STAFF WRITFR 
Amidst a growing insurgency in Af­
ghanistan, the United States is facing 
another problem. What if the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
along with the recently approved sum 
of 204,000 Afghan National Security 
Forces (ANSF), de­
liver a significant 
blow to- the Taliban 
insurgency? If Iraq 
has taught us anything 
it's that we must think 
ahead. 
It is safe to assume 
that the American-led 
NATO forces, along 
with the ANSF, will 
dramatically weaken 
the Taliban insurgency 
if the proper resources 
are allocated. But this 
will mean that the 
Karzai government 
in Kabul will need to 
strike some kind of a 
deal with moderate insurgents as to help 
absorb them into the political process. 
Upon such reality, ANSF will likely 
become the most respected institution in 
Afghanistan, but also, the most costly. 
Many experts have agreed that a 
stable Afghanistan will require a secu­
rity force somewhere between 300,00 
to 500,000 troops. But unlike Iraq, 
Afghanistan simply does not have the 
FUCKR/TANWEER1 
Afghanistan faces a growing insurgency without the means to fund security. 
natural resources or the economy to 
be able to afford such a force. While 
this doesn't mean abandoning the idea 
of creating a credible Afghan security 
force, it does mean that Afghanistan 
simply does not have the means to sup­
port the police state that many in the 
West had envisioned. 
This is why a %o-called regional 
solution is so important. America's 
policy makers must turn 
to regional players such 
as India, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, China and 
Russia and remind them 
that a Taliban state that 
harbors al-Qaeda is in no 
one's interest. For many 
reasons, a police state in 
Afghanistan is not a fea­
sible goal. This is why 
the U.S. must engage 
in principled diplomacy 
with all the players in the 
region so as to create an 
environment where it is 
practical for the Afghans 
to eventually fund their 
own security. 
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RUBIN RESNICK 
CHIFF COPY FDITOR 
I was in the middle of completing 
my work that was due on Monday and 
Tuesday when I received a text from my 
roommate who just got out of practice. 
"I'm headin' to the casino, you in or 
you out?" 
It was Sunday night and I had law 
cases to analyze, classical authors to 
read and papers to write, so I graciously 
denied his offer and this is where the 
story ends. 
No, I'm kidding. I'm a rolling stone 
by nature; of course I shirked my re­
sponsibilities. So I hopped in the car 
with two of my roommates, the third had 
"homework to do," and headed to the 
nearest casino ready to blow my money 
away with reckless abandon. I mean, 
how long was I going to hold onto $100 
anyway? My mind was instantly filled 
with images of me raking in money off 
the craps tables, which is my preferred 
game of vice that my dad had taught me 
during my last trip to Las Vegas. 
As we pulled up to Sycaun Casino in 
eastern San Diego, I was immediately 
impressed with the Vegas-like lights 
and structure of the establishment. 
I should have known that this was a 
poor indicator of the experience that is 
Indian casino-style gaming. But at the 
time, it didn't matter; we were listening 
to "Drive" by Alan Jackson because my 
friends enjoy country music and 
while I don't share their enthu­
siasm for that specific genre, I 
wasn't driving so I had no say in 
the matter. 
Upon entering the building, 
I soon realized the sham that is 
gambling in California. Sure, 31; 
games like blackjack and poker 
are the same as their yegas coun­
terparts, but craps and roulette were 
completely different and an absolute 
joke. As my friends were steadily losing 
their money playing blackjack, I decid­
ed to check out one of the craps tables. 
Imagine my horror when I learned that 
instead of a patron throwing dice to es­
tablish the come out bet, the dealer se­
lected two cards with pictures of a face 
of a die from a deck that was randomly 
sorted by a computer. This is due to the 
fact that certain games and gaming ac­
tions are particularly prohibited by state 
law. This completely defeats the pur­
pose of craps and takes all the fun out of 
gambling in the first place. At roulette, 
again, a dealer selects cards from a deck 
that figuratively represents the number 
the "ball" lands on. It was a depressing 
revelation to say the least. I can liken 
it to having the chance to drive a Fer­
rari, but the car is stuck first in first gear 
and you can only up steep hills; it's not 
worth the opportunity. 
I left without spending a dime but 
gained a new perspective. I declare that 
we should 
l e g a l i z e  
gambling in the 
state of California; 
obviously, the Indian reservations that 
count as sovereign land aren't allowed 
the full discretion one finds in Nevada. 
I may have my own bias for approval 
of such a measure, but there is a legiti­
mate problem to address. In November 
of 1984, under the pressure of a failed 
planning and budget shortfalls, Cali­
fornia voters approved an initiative to 
create a lottery with a 58 percent vote 
in order to supplement the government 
capital. Similarly, our state government 
now faces a growing deficit to the tune 
of $28 billion. We as voters should 
approve of Nevada-style gaming at se­
lected cities within California in order 
to remedy this problem. We're not talk­
ing about a small sum of cash; accord­
ing to CNNMoney.com, Nevada earned 
almost $13 billion from gamblers 
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during the. 2006-2007 fiscal year. While 
it would be a fraction of that amount in 
this state, our government needs every­
thing it can get. 
The city of Los Angeles would be a 
great place to legalize such gambling. 
Imagine the town rededicated to greed, 
gluttony and lust, the three best out of 
the seven deadly sins. Hollywood is al­
ready centered on the concept of envy 
and Beverly Hills is all about pride. You 
can go find sloth and wrath elsewhere; 
the point is that one could potentially go 
to the City of Angels to have all kinds 
of fun. Besides, Californians account 
for the largest proportion of tourists to 
Nevada anyway, how about we keep that 
money in state? I mean, who really has 
time to travel to Las Vegas anymore? I 
envision a future where I could travel 
to downtown Los Angeles and play a 
real game of craps and lose my money 
how it was meant to be, while throwing 
dice. 
(858) 278-2414 
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Getting out in the real world 
KIMBERLEY CASTANEDA 
You can't have a job without experience, and you can't have 
experience without a job. 
Young adults are realizing this more and more and many 
students have new concerns as the economy continues to 
plummet that they must have a plan upon graduation. Col­
lege students are doing whatever they can to one-up their 
peers and many times it comes down to getting internships. 
Internships are beneficial for students in college and they 
are rapidly growing in popularity. USD is amongst many col­
leges and universities that encourage students to pursue in­
ternships within the field of their major. 
There are short-term and long-term benefits for students 
such as earning college credit, making important contacts, 
gaining experience and even getting paid. Universities offer 
courses for the students to earn credit through these intern­
ship opportunities, which are not as costly for the universities 
as a typical class would be. Since most of the classes do not 
meet more than once a week, it is convenient for the student 
and teacher. It is also a good way to get to know your own 
strengths and weaknesses as an employee. 
Here at USD, there are internships offered on and off-
campus in several different fields depending on your major. 
The Director of Internships in the Communication Studies 
Department, professor Greg Ghio, strongly recommends that 
students intern with a company at least one semester before 
graduation. Ghio also suggests that if students intern the last 
semester of their senior year, their connections will be fresh 
and sources will be more likely to remember or hire. He also 
believes that internships are a "nice deviation from the typi­
cal course load" and can help alleviate stress from the class­
room. 
Information regarding internships is more accessible than 
you may think and most you can apply for online. There are 
also resources available for the employer to post their intern­
ship openings, and information for students to learn more 
about the company before sending in a resume, which can 
help you decide if it is worth the time and if the company has 
a good reputation. 
There is a difference between classroom learning and actual 
job experience. College students are realizing the importance 
of time commited to internships, even if it is hours put in free 
of charge. 
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
NICK MILLER 
STAFF WRITFR 
This past semester, I interned for 
Cox Communications and Channel 4 
San Diego. It was an incredible expe­
rience that I am hoping will look good 
my resume. The most important aspects 
that I got out of it were the invaluable 
connections that I made. Most notably 
was an individual I met on the eleva­
tor on my way into the office who was 
named Matt. I told him that I was an 
intern and that I was interested in film. 
He replied that he had some friends in 
Hollywood and he could pass along my 
resume. I was a little skeptical at first 
because I felt like everyone I met had 
"friends" in Hollywood who usually 
don't have any relative power or pull. I 
was pleasantly surprised when he later 
told me that I had two interviews at the 
end of the semester for two smaller pro­
duction companies that are both owned 
by Paramount Studios. 
For the most part, my duties included 
making copies of tapes and converting 
analog to digital or digital to analog 
film. I also filmed commercials for our 
clients, two pilot episodes for Channel 
4 and edited clips for the station's web­
site. I valued the internship as well as 
the people with whom I worked. 
I seized the opportunity by attending 
USD's internship fair. It's a great place 
to work and I really enjoyed the experi­
ence. 
For more information about working 
for Cox, please e-mail nickmiller85@ 
gmail.com or go to cox.com/sandiego. 





Imagine working with 500 burly iron­
workers, 200 fresh-eyed photography 
students, 600 high-school cheerleaders 
and 300 international students fronj all 
over the globe, all without ever leaving 
the USD campus. That's exactly what 
I did while I worked for the Summer 
Camps and Conferences (SUCO) de­
partment last summer. 
Little did I know that the USD resi­
dence halls and all available meeting 
spaces become home to over thousands 
of guests complete with turn-down ser­
vice. Yes, Maher virtually becomes a 
hotel over the summer! Working for 
SUCO introduced me to departments I 
normally wouldn't work with as a stu­
dent and gave me an in-depth look at all 
the behind-the-scenes work that goes on 
at the university during the summer. As a 
student employee, I became a coordina­
tor for over 100 camps and conferences 
that took place on our campus. The 
perks for working for SUCO included 
getting to live on-campus for free and 
being able to work with an enthusiastic 
group of my fellow USD students and 
graduate students from around the U.S. 
A major highlight of my experience 
with this department was being allowed 
the honor of working with the univer­
sity's flagship program, the annual 
National Ironworkers Conference. Not 
only was I able to try my hand at major 
event planning, but I got to interact with 
all of these fascinating men and women. 
Throughout the week, while we ensured 
that the conference ran smoothly, we 
also got to sit in on some of their classes, 
get funky with them at "Karaoke night" 
and even learn some ironworker weld­
ing techniques. I learned so much this 
summer while I was at USD and I never 
stepped foot in a classroom. I also made 
great friendships with students that I had 
never met and other graduate students 
who came from other universities. 
For more information about working 
for Summer Camps and Conferences 
at USD, please e-mail hpickford-09@ 
sandiego.edu or go to sc web .sandiego. 
edu/summerconf/. 
$ 
CJ^ fcrTEL DEL^&RQNADO 
San Oteqo California 
LINDSEY YUEN 
GUEST WRITER 
My internship at the Hotel del Coro-
nado was an experience of a lifetime. 
It was my dream to work for the Hotel 
del Coronado since I was young, so I 
took it upon myself to research poten­
tial positions. I heard from a friend that 
there were internship opportunities at 
the hotel. I decided to take the initiative 
myself, so I put on my nicest suit, fixed 
up my resume, filled out an application 
and went to their Human Resources de­
partment. 
I was contacted by the Catering 
Department and before I knew it I was 
hired. I cherished the opportunity I was 
given to work at the place I had always 
admired. My position at the Hotel Del 
let me assist in coordinating weddings 
and various events. Because of its rec­
ognition and historical background I got 
to be a part of unique opportunites with 
event planning. I was dually blessed to 
be able to look up from my desk and 
look out onto the beach. I don't think 
that I ever experienced a "rainy day" 
while I worked there. 
For more information about working 
for Hotel Del Coronado, please e-mail 
1 i ndsayvuen-09 @ sandiego .edu or go to 
hotel del .com/employment .aspx. 
I M f ( I (i A T i ft A t 
CASEY S0RRELL 
CI IF.ST WRITFR 
SANDIEGO 
magazine ACURTCO MfcDlA MjeUCAIlON 
RYAN PL0URDE 
.STAFF WRITFR 
Upon entering my senior year at 
USD, I knew I wanted to get job experi­
ence through an internship. I began my 
search by contacting professor Ghio, 
who is in charge of internships in the 
Communication Studies Department. 
He had a list of past internships that 
have been held by students, so all I had 
to do was look over the list and see if 
any sounded interesting. He contacted 
the person in charge and I went in for 
an interview. I chose an internship with 
Surf Aid International, a humanitar­
ian non-profit organization. I accepted 
an internship position which focused 
mainly on marketing and events. I 
loved learning about how a non-profit 
works and everyone I currently work 
with is amazing. My role as an intern 
is to attend events in the community, 
run the SurfAid booth and answer ques­
tions about the company. I also com­
plete tasks in the office such as writing 
press releases and updating the social 
networking sites. I still have one week 
left, and I'm so glad I decided to work 
for SurfAid. 
For more information about working 
for SurfAid, please e-mail casevs-09@ 
sandiego.edu or go to surfaidinterna-
tional.org. 
I'd like to take you back to the be­
ginning of my internship experience. It 
was October and honestly, an internship 
was the last thing on my mind. I had 
just started writing for The Vista and 
heard an announcement from some of 
the editors that their boss at San Diego 
Magazine was looking for a new intern. 
Now, interning for a magazine was a 
far cry from working in a lighting store, 
which was the job I had at the time, but 
I figured it was about time. 
I got serious about my future and ap­
plied for a job that doesn't pay me and 
forces me to drive downtown twice a 
week. 
Needless to say, I got the job and 
began my Tuesday and Thursday quest 
for journalistic greatness. I have to be 
honest, I felt a little out of place at first. 
You see, there are five editorial interns 
at San Diego Magazine; there are four 
girls who have all been working there 
longer than me and then there is me. I 
also want you to understand that I am a 
normal guy who likes sports and bars, 
and well, San Diego Magazine's Febru­
ary issue is focusing on a story about 
San Diego's "hot husbands." 
But once I got into the swing of 
things, I started really enjoying this 
internship. As an editorial intern, my 
job includes writing weekly blogs for 
sandiegomagazine.com, updating the 
calendar and up keeping the restaurant 
guide in the magazine and pitching 
any potential stories that I would like 
to write for either the magazine or the 
website. The update of the calendar and 
restaurant sections of the magazine is a 
little taxing, but the blog makes up for 
it. The point of the daily blog, which the 
interns write, is to cover ongoing events 
around San Diego. So when I heard of 
Johnny V's Friday happy hour in Pacific 
Beach, I was happy to do the research 
and write the blog. Since working at San 
Diego Magazine, I've had the opportu­
nity to blog about other events around 
San Diego including art exhibits and 
even a jousting event. Working at San 
Diego Magazine is very different from 
anything I have done before and 
I'm not even sure if I would 
want to continue to work 
there after I graduate, 
but it is a fun oppor 
tunity and one that 
will undoubtedly 
be helpful in my 
future. 
For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  
about working 
for San Diego 




or go to sandi-




During the summer of 2008, I had 
the opportunity to work for CNN on 
"Larry King Live." The show is filmed 
in Los Angeles, so I decided to live 
on my friend's couch for two months 
while I was working in order to save 
rent money. My first day on the job was 
pretty intimidating as I waited anxiously 
to meet the King himself. 
King was very friendly to me 
throughout my entire internship. What 
began* as a data entry and research 
position quickly grew into a once in a 
lifetime experience. The second week I 
worked at CNN, I was asked by King to 
attend a Dodgers game. I accepted his 
invitation and even had an opportunity 
to drive Larry to the game in my Saturn. 
Throughout the rest of the summer I 
attended around 8-10 more baseball 
games with King and had a great time. 
When the internship concluded, 
King's last words to me were: "You're 
going to go far, Ray." Those words from 
someone who has interviewed almost 
anyone worth interviewing are words 
that will stick in my mind forever. I 
consider this internship I had with CNN 
a valuable piece of knowledge that no 
college could possibly teach me. 
For more information about working 
for CNN, please e-mail ravala@ 
usdvista.com or go to cnn. 
c o m / C N N / P r o  g r a m s /  m  „  
larrv.king.live/. sMB / 
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KAITLIN PERRY 
A ft C FDITQR 
Often I write about bands 
that many people might not 
know about. As mainstream as 
they seem to me, to others they 
are brand new and weird. So this 
week, after spending a week at 
home with time to sleep and 
therefore dream, I decided to 
write about dreams, something 
everyone has. 
I have the weirdest dreams 
anyone could ever have. I'm not 
really sure why this happens, 
especially with the dreams I 
dreamt last week over break. I 
had a detox week so I couldn't 
blame it on any toxins. My 
family was nice so I couldn't 
blame it on outstanding anger. 
All I could really fall back on 
was my own mind. And that's a 
scary thought. 
While I could describe my 
dream in detail, I only have so 
many words that I can fit into 
this short column, so I'll try 
and be precise. I had a dream 
that Obama was walking down 
Linda Vista with his two daugh­
ters and almost approached a 
dangerous situation involving 
potential assassinators, hippies 
with sticks and a lot of violence. 
It was more disturbing than that 
little sentence implies, way more 
disturbing, and actually physi­
cally woke me up multiple times 
throughout the night, resulting 
in a groggy two in the afternoon 
official wake-up time. 
Why do dreams like this 
happen? I have a dream dic­
tionary and often analyze them 
,but usually I don't get the full 
answer. I can -figure out the 
basics on my own, but when 
scary things are happening on 
a regular occurrence, often in­
volving violence and too true-
to-life experiences, I get really 
freaked out. Those are the types 
of dreams that stay with you and 
make you feel like you lived a 
past life that really sucked. 
As Christmas break ap 
proaches, along with scary 
dreams that only occur back at 
my parents' house, I can't help 
but wonder how to make them 
stop. Sure, I could hope to envi­
sion sugarplums dancing over­
head, but that definitely won't 
happen. Here's to hoping I see 
dancing penguins, or at the very 
least, pandas. No more scary 
political dreams for me. 
The best of the best of 2008 
This year has been major 
for music. With electronic 
music picking up fans with its 
electrifying beats and old fa­
vorites reuniting and recreating 
bigger and better sounds, it has 
become apparent that music 
that was once indie is now be­
coming mainstream. People's 
appreciation for all kinds of 
genres is growing 
and grow­
ing, as was 
seen with 
the mtvU 
W o o d i e 
Awards. 
M o v i e s ,  
on the other 
hand, were 
not as abun 
dant. While a 
lot of block­
busters came 
o u t ,  o n l y  a  f e w  
were hands down remark­
able. Here's a list of the A&C 
team's top picks for the best 
albums and films of 2008. 
And a plus! Our own personal 
favorite cultural thing of the 
year. 
Kaitlin Perry 
Arts & Culture Editor 
Top 5 Albums of 2008: 
Beach House "Devotion" 
Ethereal and haunting, Beach 
House's music is not reflective 
of their name. With pensive-
lyrics and slow but steady in­
strumental, this new addition 
to my iTunes is already one of 
my most played. I'm drawn to 
the mysteriousness of it all, 
and I'm sure you will be too. 
Test it out with this track: "All 
The Years." 
Girl Talk "Feed The Ani­
mals" 
"Feed The Animals" has to be 
the most welcoming of all of 
2008's releases. Not only does 
Girl Talk sample tracks from 
all kinds of artists and music 
genres (Lil Wayne, Radiohead, 
Daft Punk, The Police, Queen, 
among hundreds of others), he 
released the album as a pay 
what you want deal (yes, you 
could put in $0.00 and get the 
album for free). The tracks are 
basically one long track split 
into little ones to be played 
separately or in a row. If you're 
having a hard time making a 
play list for the rager you're 
throwing over the holidays, just 
download this album and press 
play. Everyone will appreciate 
the nostalgic samples as well as 
the current. 
Jenny Lewis "Acid Tongue" 
Jenny Lewis will always be 
my main girl. She hooked me 
when she was in Rilo Kiley 
and her first solo album made 
me feel like a grown-up. Un­
surprisingly, when I heard that 
she was going to release her 
second solo album this year, I 
began a countdown and hit Buy 
Album on iTunes at midnight 
on the day of its 
release. I listen 
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nominated for Best Album of 
the Year by Pitchfork Media. 
Best song? All of them in the 
order they came in. They flow 
together on purpose. It's kind 
of like a concept album. 
Honorable Mentions (because 
it was hard to pick only 5): 
MGMT, Sigur Ros, Fleet Foxes, 
Animal Collective, Vampire 
Weekend and She & Him. Defi­
nitely not Katy Perry. 
Top 5 Films of 2008: 
"WALL*E" 
Pixar never ceases to amaze me. 
Last year I put "Ratatouille" in 
my top 5 and this year how could 
I not put "WALL E?" I never 
thought I 
would say 
that I fell in 
love with 
a robot, 
but I did. 
Completely. 
His voice is 
ridiculously 
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touch of the 
f o r e h e a d .  
What a 
different genres of music. My 
favorite song? "Acid Tongue." 
Ratatat "LP3" 
What better way to introduce 
people to electronic music than 
Ratatat? With a little reggae 
and a little rock with a varying 
pace and no lyrics whatsoever, 
"LP3" will please even the 
snootiest of snoots, and your 
mainstream friends too. You 
almost feel like you're on a 
ride throughout the duration of 
a track, due to the variations in 
speed of sound and use of ef­
fects. Try "Mirando," it's like 
a video game and a great song 
mixed together. 
WHY? "Alopecia" 
This album has carried me 
through thick and thin and 
exposed my brain to a million 
really strange thoughts. The 
lyrics might make some feel a 
bit squeamish, but if you're up 
for some intriguing ideas and 
some intricate piano, check out 
"Alopecia," an album that was 
s w e e t ­
heart. 
"Burn After Reading" 
Being a big fan of John Malk-
ovich and red workout outfits, 
this movie had me at "hello." 
The Coen Brothers are geniuses 
and this movie is my absolute 
favorite of theirs. The way that 
the comedy offset the violence 
amazed me. I liked that it was 
unpredictable, silly and weird. 
Why wouldn't you like a movie 
like that? Put yourself out there 
and see this movie. Whether or 
not you get it (which I don't see 
how you can't), you will get a 
few laughs and will definitely 
be shocked. 
"The Wackness" 
Starring Ben Kingsley and 
Josh Peck, this film is about 
a young man (Luke Shapiro, 
played by Peck) living in the 
'90s who pays his therapist 
with marijuana and is in love 
with said therapist's daughter. 
The plot revolves around Sha­
piro's future plans and longing 
for love and acceptance. The 
soundtrack is killer and the 
acting is perfection. It'll make 
you laugh, make you cry and 
make you think - everything a 
good movie should do. 
"Pineapple Express" 
This film made it quite apparent 
that it is impossible for James 
Franco to be unattractive. He's 
just as hot as he was in "Freaks 
and Geeks" and funny too. This 
movie was different than what 
I expected. It had way more 
violence and less playfulness. 
I greatly appreciated that it 
took everything a step further, 
regarding the violence, and 
proceeded to be completely un­
realistic at the same time. Had 
it not done so there is no way 
it would have left a mark in my 
mind. I like movies crazy, and 
"Pineapple Express" delivered. 
"The Dark Knight" 
What is there to say about this 
film that hasn't already been 
said? The late Heath Ledger 
gave an unforgettable perfor­
mance and the effects were 
mind-blowing. It was strange 
how I found myself rooting for 
the Joker, but it's probably 
because he was so cute. 
Personal Fave: 
Justice live 
I saw Justice twice this year 
(both times at music festi­
vals) and 1' ve never felt hap­
pier in my life. They are the 
change that electronic music 
needed in order to broaden its 
fanbase. When they perform, 
time goes by so fast that you 
are left needing, not wanting 
more. But then you realize you 
were just dancing non-stop for 
two hours. If you enjoy dancing 
and being rumbled by bass, see 
Justice asap. 
Mercedes Kastner 
Assistant A&C Editor 
Top 3 Albums of 2008: 
Kanye West "808s & Heart 
break" 
The album is one of the most 
popular on iTunes and for good 
reason. Kanye West has once 
again provided fans with excel­
lent work, and the album seems 
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to be providing several hits 
already, while offering more 
than the typical hip-hop record. 
Although some consider it 
quite different from his earlier 
albums, "808s & Heartbreak" 
still has that quality that allows 
you to connect with each song 
through the lyrics as well as the 
beat. 
Radiohead "In Rainbows" 
This album, which was re­
leased as a hard copy in the 
USA on Jan. 1, 2008, comes 
relatively close to being one 
of their best (which is saying 
something for a musical giant 
like Radiohead). Proof that the 
band will probably continue to 
produce excellent music well 
into this and the next decade, 
the tracks flow together in such 
a beautiful melodic way that 
it's impossible not to listen to 
this album all the way through. 
An extremely chill record, I've 
often found myself putting it 
on only to realize suddenly that 
it's already half over. 
Shiny Toy Guns "Season of 
Poison" 
After their brilliant EP "We 
Are Pilots," I wasn't expecting 
much from their second album. 
"Season of Poison" does not 
disappoint, however, and pro­
vides several tracks, including 
the energetic "Ricochet," that 
provides that hypnotizing feel­
ing that was first felt in their 
hit song "Le Disko." Their 
sophomore album, released last 
month, is one of the most elec­
trifying of 2008 and is packed 
with lively rhythm worthy of 
the best dance clubs. 
Top 3 Films of 2008: 
"Be Kind, Rewind" 
The movie features both an out­
standing performance by Jack 
Black, and a sur­
prisingly 











cause of Michel 
Gondry (the di­
rector of one of my 
all-time favorites "Eternal Sun­
shine of the Spotless Mind"), 
and if you missed it in theaters 
it's a movie that can't be missed 
on DVD. 
"Choke" 
A good interpretation of the 
novel by Chuck Palahniuk, 
"Choke" was one of the more 
shocking films of 2008. With 
excellent smaller performances 
by Anjelica Huston and Bijou 
Phillips, it brought the best (and 
the worst) of the book to the 
screen through writer/director 
Clark Gregg, and was refresh­
ing in the flurry of generic films 
the year was plagued by. 
"The Dark Knight" 
The only movie I 
saw in theaters, 
and it was well 
worth my nine 
dollars. Not only was Heath 
Ledger's final performance 
amazing, but Christian Bale 
took his role as Batman to a 
more intense level than previ­
ous actors. Although I was 
never a fan of comics (or 
even movies that were based on 
comics), I loved this film and 
I'm sure it will end up becom­
ing a classic. 
Personal Fave 
"Holidays on Ice" 
by David Sedaris 
If you think your holiday ex­
periences have been weird and 
wacky, wait until you read this 
collection. There are a 
ridiculous amount of 
ironic, unbelievable 
stories that will have 
you cracking up on the 
plane ride home. And it 
really puts those ter­









I buy music as I find 
it, so I'm just not the type to 
buy albums right when they 
come out. I did, however, buy 
the "Twilight" soundtrack right 
before the movie actually came 
out, and I ended up liking it 
better than the movie. 
Top 3 Films of 2008: 
"Forgetting Sarah Marshall" 
I saw this when I was having 
a horrible day, and suddenly 
everything was gravy. There 
aren't a lot of comedies that • 
have me laughing so hard. 
"Speed Racer" 
Yes, I am a comic book nerd, so 
to see the classic brought to the 
big screen with such realistic 
intensity was amazing. 
"Wanted" 
What can I say, a hint of "The 
Matrix" mixed with Angelina 
Jolie? Of course I loved it. 
Personal Fave: 
Melissa Ferrick live 
I always loved her music, but 
to listen to her play live while 
just a few feet away separated 
by nothing but air was intense. 
And meeting her after the show 
was definitely a plus. I'm not 
a concert type of girl but that 
show was the highlight of my 
year. 
SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR 
Dec 4 
Sterotech w/ Painted Moon & DJs 
Time TBA 21+, No cover. 
The Beauty Bar, 4746 El Cajon Blvd 
beautybar.com 
Sustainable Fashion • 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. $3 Donation 
The Museum of Contemporary Art, Down­
town San Diego 
A fashion show featuring the best in eco-
friendly style from up-and-coming local de­
signers, inspired by the exhibition "Human/ 
Nature: Artists Respond to a Changing 
Planet." Plus, enjoy live performances by 
Monsters from Mars and Doves & Despera­
dos. 
Cartier Boutique Opening 
10 a.m. -4 p.m. FREE 
at Neiman Marcus Level One in Fashion 
Valley, San Diego 
Join Neiman Marcos as they unveil their 
luxurious new boutique and view the exqui­
site Cartier collection. • 
Dec 5 
Aimee Mann's Christmas Show with special 
guests Patton Oswalt, Nellie McKay, Grant 
Lee Phillips and Morgan Murphy 
9 p.m. 21 +, $28 adv/$30 dos 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Wu Tang Clan featuring Ghostface 
8 p.m. 21+, $42.50-$52.50 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Ave 
hob.com 
Faction Presents Support Our Scene 
Feat. A Dull Science, Silent Armada, So Long 
Davey, Play The Fox, Plane Without A Pilot, 
Stereo Summer & The Variety Show 
6 p.m. All Ages, $10 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Boulevard 
somasandiego.com 
Dec 6 
Sean Healey Presents Young Buck 
9 p.m. 21+, $20 GA 
Canes Bar & Grill, 3105 Ocean Front 
Walk 
canesbarandgrill.com 
The Ugly Suit w/ The Sea & Cake 
Time TBA 21+, $16 adv/$18 dos. 
Casbah, 2105 Kettner Blvd 
casbahmusic.com 
Live Nation Presents Rancid w/ 
Buck-0-Nine and Danny Diablo 
6:30 p.m. All Ages, $20 adv 
Soma, 3350 Sports Arena Blvd 
somasandiego.com 
Festival of Lights at the Wild Animal 
Park (Repeats Daily until Dec 30) 
9 a.m. All Ages, included in regular 
admission price 
San Diego Wild Animal Park, 15500 
San Pasqual Valley Road 
sandiegozoo.org 
Wonder Tree Haus Holiday Art Event 
6 p.m. FREE. After 8 p.m. - 21 +, $15 cover, 
$20 after 11 p.m. 
RSVP: Alana.sills@cox.net. 
Please join us on Saturday, Dec. 6 in our 
magical indoor forest of Christmas trees, 
fine art, music, cocktails and hors d'oeuvres. 
Hosted at the historic Wonder Bread Fac­
tory Building. All proceeds will benefit the 
San Diego Crime Victim's Fund. 
Sanctuarygallery.wordpress.com 
Dec 7 i 
iLsu^ 
« v 
The Mar Dels Christmas Show 
7 p.m. 21+, $7 GA 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Bad Brains w/ Dub Trio & Second 
8 p.m. 21+, $22.50 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Ave 
hob.com 
Holiday Hit List Shopping Event 
Noon - 6 p.m. 
NTC Promenade in Liberty Station, San 
Diego 
The San Diego North Park Craft Mafia pres­
ents their 2nd Annual Holiday Hit List with 
over 60 crafty and fashionable vendors. 
Also see a fabulous fashion show with gear 
being sold at the event. 
Dec 8 Kr 
Eek A Mouse w/ BFoundation & 1 
Social Green 
9 p.m. 21+, $20 GA 
Canes Bar & Grill, 3105 Ocean Front 
Walk 
canesbarandgrill.com 
Dec 9 -v-x »r-o \ _ 7  
4^  
Madlib 
Time TBA 21+, ticket price varies. 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Longwave w/ A Beautiful Noise & Eulogies 
8 p.m. 21+, $8 GA 
Casbah, 2105 Kettner Blvd 
casbahmusic.com 
Dec 10 
The Howls w/ The Northstar Ses­
sion & The Midwinters 
8 p.m. 21+, $28 adv/$10 GA 
Belly Up, 143 Cedros Ave 
bellyup.com 
Helmet w/ Fu Manchu & Earthless 
8 p.m. 21+, $15-$32.50 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Ave 
hob.com 
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Unnecessary Knowledge 
unnecessaryknowledge.com 4  4 4 4 4  
CARRIE WIDOER 
STAFF WRITFR 
Let me pose 
a hypothetical 
situation for 
you: you're at a 
party, and you 
find yourself in 
a conversation 
that has hit a dead 
end. Doesn't 
matter if it's a guy or girl you thought 
was cute and then realized had a light 
missing upstairs, a dud in the art of 
| conversation or you happen to be 
waiting in line to use the bathroom 
! at the top of the stairs in a cramped 
house in Mission Beach and the 
i person next to you begins to engage 
in small talk. Sometimes, we have 
1 alcohol as an aid that allows random 
i things to come out of our mouths and 
continue this stunted conversation, 
j But other times, we turn up empty. 
What to do? You already talked 
about studying abroad, that crazy 
1 philosophy teacher who everyone 
j said was dead but actually wasn't (se­
riously, who started that rumor? You 
are a disturbed person) and you even 
have gone as far as to talk about how 
bad you both have to pee. Things have 
gotten weirdly personal and you need 
to retreat, fast. You need unnecessary 
knowledge. 
Yeah, that's right. You need to 
spout off something totally random 
and intriguing to lead this convo out 
of either: a) boredom, b) awkward­
ness, c) uncomfortable sexual ten­
sion or d) miscellaneous reasons not 
otherwise specified. You need a neu­
tral fun fact that you and this person 
can talk about while you strategize 
a way out of your problematic situa­
tion. Let me explain: 
The Dud: "So...Semester at Sea. 
Cool." 
The (unassuming) Victim: "Yeah, 
I've heard some good things. Do you 
know anyone who's gone?" 
Dud: "No." 
Victim (recognizes she is speaking 
with a dud, time to whip out unnec­
essary knowledge, stat): "Oh, well 
speaking of studying abroad, did you 
know that it costs more to buy a new 
car today in the United States than it 
cost Christopher Columbus to equip 
and undertake three voyages to and 
from the New World?" 
Unnecessary Knowledge 
uwwxiwyiA'ewSiKlew.axii 
Nepal is the only country that 
doesn't have a rectangular 
flag. Switzerland is the only 
country with a square flag. 
Dud Now Turned Conversationalist 
(totally energized by this new wealth 
of interesting information): "Wow, 
that's ridiculous! Do you think Chris­
topher Columbus would have driven a 
Mustang?" 
And there you have it my friends. 
Seamlessly pepper the little tidbits 
into your everyday conversations and 
soon you will be the toast of the town. 
You'll turn around a boring conversa­
tion faster than you can turn around 
our economy. 
I give unnecessary knowledge ;Com 
five bolts. It's an entertaining website; 
you can rate the trivia, as well as add 
comments. Interesting, interactive 
and definitely a time-waster. 
www.unnecessaryknowledge .com 
Tender Greens 
San Diego Culture 4 4 4 4 4  "Milk" Focus Features 4  4 4 4 4  
GIOVANNI GONZALES 
NFWS C0-FDIT0R 
Just as with 
many trends 
in San Diego, 
they all seem to 
come from the 
illustrious City 
of Angels. On 
a recent dinner 
date with one my 
dearest friends, we stumbled upon 
Tender Greens, a concept restaurant 
out of Los Angeles. 
I was skeptical 
at first to eat at a 
restaurant that spe­
cialized in salads, 
because to me, the 
idea of eating only 
a salad for a meal is 
like asking me to not 
eat at all. I had visions 
of a small salad with 
minimal dressing, which 
would only tease and not 
get close to appease my 
taste buds. But upon fur­
ther investigation, my fears 
of "just a salad" turned out to 
be totally unwarranted. 
Tender Greens is by far one of the 
best places that I have eaten in a long 
time. Offering a variety of salads 
along with other options, the food will 
please even the pickiest of eaters. 
Tender Greens is committed to 
serving healthy food and organic 
products. Almost all of their produce 
comes from a family-run Califor­
nia farm in Oxnard, which is grown 
naturally and adds to the freshness and 
quality the food that they serve. 
Their salads range from the basic 
salad, such as baby arugula and tomato 
drizzled with a balsamic vinaigrette to 
their gourmet salads, my favorite is 
the grilled flatiron steak salad, which 
is delicious. 
And for those of you who know 
that a salad will not cut it, the option 
of grilled free range chicken 
or grain fed, hormone free 
flatiron steak with roasted 
peppers, a simple salad 
and bread will surely sat­
isfy you. 
One of the many great 
things about Tender 
Greens, besides the 
delicious food, is 
that the meals are 
affordable for all, 
even the starving 
college student. 
A simple salad 
will set you back 
about five dollars, while 
the gourmet, big salad, which truly is 
large, will set you back 10 dollars. 
All in all, the ambience and food at 
Tender Greens delivers and satisfac­
tion is guaranteed. 
Tender Greens San Diego 
2400 Historic Decatur Road 
619-226-6254 
Sun.-Thur.: 11 a.m to 9 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
LAUREN MILLSLAGLE 
•STAFF WRITFR 
One of my 
favorite things 
about doing 
movie reviews is 
seeing the trail­
ers for upcoming 
films. Ever since 
I saw the trailers 
preluding "Re-
ligulous" I've been waiting for "Milk" 
to hit theaters. It intrigued me because: 
a) it is pro-gay rights (woo hoo!), b) it 
is set in San Francisco and I happen to 
be from the Yay Area (holla!) and c) it 
has Daniel Desario (James 
Franco for you non "Freaks 
and Geeks" fans) in it. 
"Milk" is a masterpiece! 
I'll try my best to put my 
reaction into words, but you 
really have to go and see 
the movie yourself to un­
derstand how beautiful it is. 
This film is about the jour­
ney of Harvey Milk, the first 
openly gay man elected to 
public office. He goes from 
a polished businessman, 
frustrated by being forced to 
stay in the closet, to a civil 
rights symbol for the entire 
country. Within the film are 
splices of actual footage 
from the 1970s, which make 
the story more hard-hitting. 
After the film ended, I felt 
inspired. The Harvey Milk 
that Sean Penn played was 
so endearing and ordinary, 
yet he made huge strides for all minor­
ities. I am surprised that this film was 
not released prior to the voting on Prop 
8.1 think it would have changed more 
than a few minds because it really gets 
the viewer in the heat of the move­
ment. You can see the frustrations of 
the oppressed gay community and it is 
easy to relate to the characters as they 
struggle for equality. 
I won't be surprised when "Milk" 
picks up a plethora of awards and I 
give it five solid stars, I mean, light­
ning bolts. 
SEAN PENN 
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this holiday that 
we've been cel­
ebrating for a 
super long time, 
like 2,000 years 
or so. I'm not 
sure who invented 
Christmas music, 
but they're most likely responsible for 
80 percent of the happiness during the 
month of December. 
Since the invention of Christmas 
music, there have been hundreds if 
not thousands of albums about the 
snow and reindeers. They range from 
the awful "An Arnold Schwarzeneg­
ger Christmas," where an "Ahhhnold" 
impersonator with a poorly practiced 
accent sings a slew of Christmas songs, 
to what many argue might be the great­
est Christmas album ever, "Merry 
Christmas" by Mariah Carey. 
Thankfully, to save you the trouble, I 
have taken the liberty of sifting through 
the Christmas sludge to find the holiday 
gems. During my search, I found some 
bizarre finds. Afroman and "A Colt-45 
Christmas?" The Smurfs' "Christmas 
Party?" Jingle Cats, "Meowy Christ­
mas?" I'm convinced the government 
should issue Christmas music licenses, 
and grant them sparingly. Here are 
some albums that deserve them. 
There are literally Christmas albums 
for every type of person, even for those 
"Happy Holidays" people. A few of the 
classics and what I consider "untouch­
ables" are "The Christmas Album" by 
Frank Sinatra and "Christmas with 
Bing Crosby" by Bing Crosby. These 
guys died a long time ago, and their 
music still brings me joy to this day. 
Listening to Sinatra and Crosby sing 
Christmas music is almost better than 
drinking eggnog and playing Twister 
by the Christmas tree. 
For those with a contemporary 
taste, all is not lost. Depending on your 
preference and your mood, there are a 
number of contemporary Christmas 
albums that may suit you. If you're 
feeling really sad and emo, Bright Eyes 
has "A Christmas Album." Although, 
this goes against the cheer of Christmas 
which I fully endorse, I acknowledge 
people have different tastes, and that 
may be depressing Christmas music. 
For those who like the holiday cheer, 
and also like to rock out (did I just say 
"rock out?"), "A Santa Cause" features 
artists such as Blink 182, New Found 
Glory, MXPX, Fall Out Boy, The 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones and Some­
thing Corporate, and is the punk take 
on Christmas music. 
If you just want to get a little crazy 
and dance drunkenly around the Christ­
mas tree, Ray Charles' "The Spirit of 
Christmas" has got you covered. Lis­
tening to Charles' take on "Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer" makes me wish 
Christmas was every day of my life. If 
you want to get really crazy, then James 
Brown's "Funky Christmas" puts the 
soul in Christmas and, although it may 
not appeal to all audiences, I suggest 
giving it a try. 
Indie kids rejoice, there is cFoWTand 
he created the "Maybe This Christmas" 
series just for you! A series of three 
Christmas albums, "Maybe This Christ­
mas" features artists such as Phantom 
Planet, Ben Folds, Rilo Kiley, Death Cab 
for Cutie, and Pedro the Lion. Some of 
the highlights on the album are "Winter 
Wonderland" by Phantom Planet, "God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen" by the Bare-
naked Ladies, and "Bizarre Christmas 
Incident" by Ben Folds. Many of these 
tracks were featured on the hit TV show 
"The O.C.," which makes it that much 
better. 
Unfortunately, this is just a small taste 
of what can be experienced during the 
holidays; I could fill an entire issue of 
The Vista with great Christmas music. 
Since I can't, and I doubt anyone would 
want me to, I'd suggest sampling some 
fine holiday spirits on your own. 
Go to your local record store or log 
onto iTunes, browse the aisles and get in 








erything you ever 
loved as a child: 
from Barbie to 
sparkles. Now 
turn those sparkles 
into Swarovski 
crystals, and join 
Barbie with the 
likes of Hello- Kitty, "Alice in Wonder­
land" and "The Wizard of Oz." Sound 
like a childhood dream come true? Enter 
Los Angeles designer, Tarina Tarantino. 
Now, this may sound borderline ridic­
ulous, but Tarantino strikes a perfect bal­
ance of kid, kitsch and class. She mixes 
her favorite elements from childhood with 
high end materials, leading to a modem 
and sophisticated juxtaposition of nos­
talgia. The designer, whose pink hair is 
often reflected in her Hello Kitty portion 
of the line, established the company in 
1995. Since then it has become a favorite 
of the cast of "Gossip Girl," many celeb­
rities and was even worn by Cameron 
Diaz to the 2002 Academy Awards. "She 
loved it and wore it mixed with millions 
of dollars worth of diamonds. It showed 
her personal style. Unfortunately nowa­
days...red carpet fashion is so boring," 
said Tarantino 
All of Tarantino's jewelry is created 
in the United States at a place she terms 
"The Sparkle Factory." It is greatly 
influenced by her current city of resi­
dence, Los Angeles. 
"I love this city! It is optimistic and 
open to new ideas. There is no fashion 
establishment like there is in N.Y. so you 
can make your own rules as a designer," 
Tarantino said. And this is reflective of 
her personal fashion philosophy. 
Tarantino says the first woman she de­
signs for is herself; if she doesn't like it, 
she doesn't make the jewelry. And, due to 
the extensive popularity of her line, it ap­
pears that she isn't alone in her aesthetic. 
Her designs are incredibly successful 
internationally, from Japan to Italy. "The 
Italian woman has a sense of humor that 
relates to my collections. They love the 
playfulness and the irony of my designs," 
Tarantino said. 
The classic lines of Italian dress are a 
great canvas for Tarantino's pieces, and a 
mix-match that Tarantino herself under­
stands. "Since I have pink hair I don't go 
over the top with my clothes as you can 
easily look like a clown." Clown or not, 
one can't help but smile at the whimsical 
nature of Tarantino's pieces. 
So when it comes to categorizing 
Tarina Tarantino, is she gothic, girly or 
fun? "All of it! Whatever I'm feeling that 
day is how I dress." 
With the future release of more "limit­
ed edition collections' (her current being 
"The Wizard of Oz") and expansion into 
more markets abroad, Tarantino's next 
move is as easy to guess as her outfit that 
day. But if it's anything like her line, it 
will be bright and full of sparkle. 
f m**}® r 





Too often, museums are construed 
to be reminiscent of the past. Oil paint­
ings and large ivory sculptures do not 
typically indicate modern thinking. In 
actuality, those techniques comprised 
innovation in their time periods. For 
those of us who prefer to remain up to 
date, what art represents today? 
Contemporary art offers a modern 
and unconventional spin. Restrictions 
do not exist. 
The Museum of Contemporary Art 
in La Jolla and downtown exhibits 
artwork that epitomizes the breath of 
refreshment that the art world needs. 
With over 4,100 works, the museum's 
collection is one of the most promi­
nent, known for taking underrated and 
emerging artists and launching them 
into the art force. 
An interesting feature of the 
museum is the "Human/Nature: Art­
ists Respond to a Changing Planet" 
(through Feb. 1, 2009 Downtown), 
which was an attempt to examine the 
possibility of a relationship between 
nature and the human communities 
that depend on it. This year, eight art­
ists were sent to eight UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, such as the Mount 
Kenya National Park. "Weighing and 
Wanting" (through Jan. 4, 2009 La 
Jolla) features works from the past 25 
years, mixing together many mediums 
in a collaborative effort. 
In early 2009, "Attempt to Raise 
Hell" will feature installation art, 
which uses constructive materials to 
occupy and enhance space, and sculp­
tures. 
At the La Jolla MCASD, "Pleasure 
Point" (Ongoing, La Jolla) overlooks 
the Pacific Ocean. Located on the 
edge of the museum, the piece is a 
mosaic of rowboats, canoes jet skis, 
and surfboards, all suspended and held 
together by wire. It is utterly gravity 
defying. So for those of you who are 
tired of cows in pastures, this museum 
is for you! 




Peter Walker, front man for the band 
Eulogies, informs me within a minute 
of our conversation that he is looking 
for a place to spend Thanksgiving in 
Nashville, Tenn. (coincidentally my 
hometown). We've already discov­
ered that he and his band are playing 
landmark Nashville club EXIT/IN the 
day after Thanksgiving, in the midst 
of their nationwide tour. Walker has 
played Nashville before, and fondly 
recalls playing at a "weird little place 
off the main strip," a few years prior. 
But as they are based in Los Ange­
les, Walker and his band are far more 
familiar with West Coast cool than 
southern comfort. 
At 35, Walker is no newbie to the 
music busi­
ness, and in 
addition to 
his band, he 










E u l o g i e s ,  
which started 
as a band in 
late 2006, 






ing for a year 
or so, we had 
really bonded, so when it came time 
to record some new music, it was way 
more of a collaborative effort," Walker 
said. 
Walker eloquently describes their 
sound with "a couple words I like to 
use: simple, spartan, stripped down. 
It's just simple rock, a bass, drums and 
vocals. We try not to have a lot of stuff 
going on when it's not really enriching 
the music." 
Walker adds that on their new EP, 
"Tempted To Do Nothing," "the ap­
proach is different. The last record had 
a more roomy drum sound, but here 
everything is more immediate. Now 
it's also way more concise, you just 
hear one guitar amp, one bass amp, 
drums and one voice. We feel really 
good about it." 
After listening to a few songs off 
the EP, I concur. One interesting thing 
about Eulogies is the seemingly de­
pressing subject matter sung in such a 
happy tone. Walker said, "A lot of what 
I write is dark, the diction and sound is 
about sad things, but when I sing there 
i s  a  l o t  o f  p o s i t i v i t y .  I t ' s  n o t  l i k e  I ' m  
sad, I mean, I'm happy!" 
When asked where he thinks the 
band is headed. Walker is optimistic. 
"Being on the road, we've mainly been 
a supporting band. We've had such 
great experiences playing shows so 
far, so the next step is doing it by our­
selves. 1 love all three aspects of the 
band; writing, recording, and perform­
ing. So as long as we can keep doing 
that and making music, I think things 
will just continue to grow." 
Eulogies is playing an $8 show at 
the Casbah Dec. 9. If you can't make 
it to this particular show, make sure to 
check Eulogies out some other time. 
They play the southern California area 
often, particularly their favorite venue, 
the Troubadour, in nearby Los Ange­
les. 
the time the House of Blues completely 
erupted. After seeing many shows there 
over the past four years, never before had 
the crowd been so loud. 
Matisyahu opened with a few clas­
sics from his popular sophomore album, 
"Youth." He then switched it up by en­
lightening the crowd with songs from his 
upcoming album. 
The crowd was kept on their feet 
by the stunning performance by both 
Matisyahu and his band. Each member 
had their moment to shine. The improv 
done by the band members added flair 
to already familiar songs and kept things 
interesting the entire night. 
Every aspect of the performance was 
solid. Matisyahu did a tremendous job 
pumping up the crowd, but the guitars 
and drums in particular stood out this 
night. The light show added for great 
dramatic effect and set the mood for each 
song. I can say with confidence that these 
performers left everything they had up 
on stage and that is really all an avid 




What do Jewish doctrine, the 
House of Blues and an infusion 
of reggae and hip-hop all have in 
common? The answer lies in the 
form of one man: Matisyahu. 
Matisyahu is known for his 
unorthodox blend of reggae, rock 
and hip-hop styles infused with 
common themes in Judaism. With 
a recent boom in popularity, the 
show on the night of Nov. 17 at the 
House of Blues came with many 
high expectations. Good thing he 
managed to meet, and exceed, 
all of them. When I arrived 
after the opening act, the entire 
venue was jam packed with fans 
of all ages eager to see Matisyahu 
live. The first thing I noticed was 
that my friend and I were probably 
some of the younger members of 
the crowd. I found myself 
surrounded by middle-
aged men and women, 
not something you see at 
every concert. 
As the techies tuned 
and prepared the instru­
ments, the crowd grew 
increasingly louder. 
By the time the lights 
dimmed, the entire 
audience burst into 
a roar. The band 




intro lasted for 
a few minutes 
when, finally, 
Matisyahu came 
on stage, singing the lyrics to 
his opening song. This was about 
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Child Development Centers. 
Internships available with U.S. 
Military Child Development Centers 
in Germany, Italy, England, 
Belgium and the U.S. (Florida 
and Hawaii) January and February 
2009. Related college coursework 
and experience required. Airfare 
and housing are paid and a living 
stipend provided. Interns receive 
12 hrs of college credit from UNI 
(graduate or undergraduate) and are 
eligible to apply for AmeriCorps 
funding. Make a Difference! 
College of Education, School of 
HPELS. Call Susan Edginton 319-
273-5947 or susan.edginton@uni. 
edu for more information. Please 
put INTERNSHIP-USD/CA in the 
subject line of your email. 
2 bdr 2 bath Condo Mission Valley 
at River Colony. Pool/Fitness 
Center. Top Floor. Short/Long term. 
Pets ok. 1800/month. Flexible move 
in, available Dec. call 831-801-
2657 or email: pa.des30@gmail. 
com. 
Happy Holidays! 
The next writers' 
meeting will be on 
Feb. 3 in UC 114B 
1 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY | 
YOU CAN HAKE A WORLD 
OF DIFFERENCE. 
NATIONAL CLANDESTINE SERVICE CAREERS 
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What could be better than a concert 
at San Diego's own House of Blues? 
A free concert at the House of Blues. 
Sponsored by Shockhound.com, the 
UK based band Snow Patrol will be 
playing the House of Blues on Satur­
day, Dec .13. Tom S impson, the band's 
piano and keyboard player, made 
some time to talk with The Vista about 
Snow Patrol's breakthrough, their new 
album and their upcoming show in San 
Diego. 
Simpson has been with Snow Patrol 
since 1997, yet only "got his full wings 
as an official member" in 2005, after 
nearly a decade of tour­
ing. Originally formed 
in the early nineties as a 
project between friends at 
the University of Dundee 
in Scotland, Snow Patrol 
released two albums and 
an EP while signed with 
Jeepster Records (home 
to indie sensation Belle 
& Sebastian). Simpson 
attributes the release 
of "Run," the single of 
2003's "Final Straw," for 
when things really started 
to take off." 
"We'd been playing all 
of these tiny, tiny places, 
drawing pretty small 
crowds even though we 
thought we had some 
quite good material. After 
that point, people,finally 
stopped and noticed us 
instead of ignoring us." 
The change in audience 
perception was likely due 
to their switch from indie 
to major label. In 2003, 
the band signed to a divi­
sion of Polydor label (the 
outside-U.S. division 
of Interscope). Simpson 
recalls that Snow Patrol "was really 
lucky to get signed when we did," and 
credits some of their breakthrough to 
the resources that only a major label 
can provide. 
After the release of "Final Straw," 
the band started touring on a larger 
scale, particularly within the United 
States. When asked how touring 
America compares with touring the 
UK, Simpson notes, "America is a lot 
bigger. You get a real sense of how 
big a country really is when you have 
to ride around in the tour bus. In the 
UK, one gig to another is just a few 
hours, which is not really the case in 
America. You discover every state has 
its own little individualities." 
The most memorable tour for Snow 
Patrol was their eight dates with U2, 
"arguably the best band in the world," 
according to Simpson. Just as they 
were hitting their stride in the music 
industry, Simpson recalls the stadium 
tour as "an eye opener for us that was 
really important .at that stage in our 
career." 
Interestingly enough, Snow Patrol 
is returning to the U.S. this winter 
with far smaller shows scheduled. 
"Sometimes you have to take a step 
back before you take a step forward," 
Simpson said. "It'll be good. We're 
just doing a promo tour so the venues 
are going to be a lot more intimate... 
so we can see the whites of the eyes in 
the crowd." 
Dec. 13's House of Blues show will 
be one of such shows, a personal eve­
ning with a major band that has sold 
over 7 million records. Snow Patrol 
has also just released a new album, "A 
Hundred Million Suns," in late Octo­
ber, so their tour will be rejuvenated. 
They will probably even play their 
new hit single, "Crack the Shutters," 
which is rapidly climbing Billboard 
charts. And for free? Sounds like an 
offer that's impossible to refuse. 




Professional athletes may not have 
the easiest lifestyles in the world, but 
those lifestyles are envied by most. As 
an athlete, you make millions of dollars 
to play a sports that you love. You wake 
up in the morning on game day, head to 
your team's home field or take the team 
bus to the visiting field. You get to do 
what you do best and be worshipped by 
crowds of thousands as you try to lead 
your team to victory. 
Before the 2008 Super Bowl you may 
have heard of Plaxico Burress' name in 
passing. It was not until he caught the 
game winning touchdown pass from Eli 
Manning in that Super Bowl that he start­
ed to get noticed by the general public. 
Burress is a player that has always had 
trouble behaving himself in the past. In 
a game during his rookie year, Burress 
caught a ball from then Pittsburgh Steel 
•>' quarterback Tommy Maddux. After 
caught the ball, he thought he was 
down by contact, so he celebrated by 
spiking the ball. The problem was that 
he was not actually down by contact, 
and the other team returned his fumble 
for a touchdown. 
Then came the incident last Friday 
night. Burress, who is currently injured, 
decided to go out to a club with his New 
York Giant teammate Antonio Pierce. 
During his visit to this club, chaos 
erupted as a gun went off. Apparently, 
Pierce ran out of the club and pulled up 
his car, helping an injured Burress to his 
vehicle. Burress then was dropped off at 
a hospital with a gunshot wound to the: 
leg. How did Burress get shot? Accord 
ing to police reports he somehow shot 
himself with his own gun. This could be 
the final slip up in a list of dumb and 
unexplained mistakes by a Pro Bowl-
caliber wide receiver. 
This kind of behavior is too cornmon 
in today's professional sports, athletes 
think that they can break the law and get 
away with anything due to their fame. 
All they have to do is perform in their 
sport and keep out of trouble. Then you 
get paid youf millions and you're set 
for life. Yet, for some reason, athletes 
are willing to put their careers on the 
line in order to do whatever they want! 
Burress is the same as anyone who is 
reading this paper right now. 
Why not just hire a security guard 
to protect you if you feel in danger? I 
hope the NYPD really throws the book 
at him and gives him the punishment 
he deserves. Three years in prison may 
actually make Burress go from child­
ish athlete to fallen star rather quickly 
Maybe he can request Michael Vick as 
his cellmate. 
Sports Editor: Ray Ayala 
Asst. Sports Editor: Eric Ebner 
rayala@usdvista.com 
Men's basketball haunted by Virgin Islands 
DARREN FEENEY 
STAFF WRITFR 
The No. 2 Connecticut Huskies (6-0) 
must have been licking their chops when 
they found themselves in a pre-season 
bracket with the San Diego Toreros (3-
3). The Toreros handed Connecticut 
an early first-round exit l(i the NCAA 
Tournament last season and an eventual 
rematch between the two could only 
come in the championship. Connecticut 
would make it, but a second semifinal 
loss and fifth-place finish for San Diego 
ended the prospect of a rematch at the 
U.S. Virgin Islands Paradise Jam. 
The Paradise Jam, one of the top 
tournaments in the nation, featured 
three nationally ranked programs, No. 2 
Connecticut, No. 22 Miami (FL) (4-1), 
and No. 25 Wisconsin (5-1). Connecti­
cut proved the validity in their No. 2 
ranking,, sweeping the tournament an^ 
crossing back over the Atlantic Ocean 
sporting a championship trophy after 
their 76-57 victory over Wisconsin. 
San Diego opened with a 73-66 vic­
tory over the Valparaiso Crusaders (2-3) 
in a game that featured 57 total fouls. 
Senior forward Gyno Pomare came off 
the bench for game-highs of 17 points 
and 12 rebounds, and senior guard 
Brandon Johnson chipped in with 14 
points and eight rebounds. 
The Toreros squared off against 
Wisconsin in the second semifinal, 
but struggled offensively ensuing a 
64-49 loss to the Badgers. Wisconsin's 
Trevon Hughes scored a game-high 22 
points and Johnson paced USD with 19 
points, converting 5-of-8 from beyond 
the three-point arc. Sophomore for­
ward Rob Jones, who entered the game 
as the USD's leading scorer, picked up 
two quick fouls and played just four 
minutes in the first half as USD trailed 
26-20 at halftime. Despite making a 
few runs at the Badgers in the second 
half, San Diego couldn't capitalize on 
a few key possessions that would have 
cut the lead to one. Wisconsin shot 48.8 
percent and held the Toreros to 34.5 per­
cent. Pomare was the only other Torero 
in double figures with 10 points. 
After a hard-fought 76-63 loss in 
the semifinals to Connecticut, No. 22 
Miami responded with a dominating 
80-45 victory over San Diego. Led by 
Brian Asbury's 14 points, the Canes 
also controlled the boards with a 42-28 
advantage. Miami scored 21 points off 
turnovers, compared to only two points 
off turnovers for San Diego. 
A bright spot in a dim effort for USD 
was the containment of Miami's top re­
turning scorer Jack McClinton, scoring 
his first field goal with 6:28 remaining 
in the game. Coming off a season-high 
27 points in the loss to the Huskies, 
McClinton finished with just 9 points, 
four off free-throws. Chris Lewis led 
San Diego with 11 points. 
San Diego returned home and 
evened their record at 3-3 with an 82-48 
defeat of San Diego Christian College 
(2-3). Lewis led the Toreros in scoring 
Sophomore forward Rob Jones struggled 
during the Paradise Jam Tournament, 
for the second straight game, totaling a 
career-high 19 points on 7-for-l 1 shoot­
ing, along with seven rebounds and two 
steals. Roberto Mafra turned in a solid 
effort with 13 and five rebounds, and 
Johnson contributed 10 points, seven 
assists, and four steals. San Diego 
was effective and efficient offensively, 
shooting 58.8 percent from the field (30-
51) and 83.3 percent from the free-throw 
line (15-18). 
USD took on CSU Bakersfield on 
Monday and won 77-65, avenging a loss 
from last season. Their next opponent is 
San Diego State (4-1). The game will 
take place this Saturday, 7 p.m. at the 
Cox Arena. 
Where in the world is USD's starting point guard? 
RAYMOND AYALA 
SPORTS EDITOR 
Last season, the Toreros men's bas­
ketball team welcomed a group of fresh­
men to campus that weren't expected to 
do much in their first year of collegiate 
basketball. Not just some, but almost all 
of the baby Toreros were able to make 
a name for themselves throughout the 
season. Rob Jones began to dominate 
competition, Devin Ginty put Kentucky 
to shame with his jump shot and Clinton 
Houston's defense was key to USD's 
victory over Connecticut in the NCAA 
Tournament. These freshmen may have 
done some great things for the Toreros, 
but no freshman was more valuable last 
year than guard Trumaine Johnson. 
Trumaine began his collegiate career 
as a Torero by coming off the bench and 
giving senior guard Brandon Johnson a 
break from the game. 
What began as a backup role soon 
became a starting role in the middle of 
conference play. Trumaine became the 
team's starting point guard and led the 
team to a 12-3 record in their final 15 
games. His stats from last year don't ex­
actly scream impact-player, he still fin­
ished the season with 198 points and 96 
assists. Though his stats did not define 
Trumaine as a great player, his ability 
to help the team in clutch situations and 
not be afraid to show his emotions on 
the court did. 
One of Trumaine's most memorable 
highlights came during the postseason 
last year. He made the dunk that sealed 
the Toreros' victory over Gonzaga in 
the WCC tournament, while receiving a 
technical foul due to his emotional cel­
ebration, as well as scoring eight points 
and five assists in the Toreros' victory 
over Connecticut. 
At the beginning of the 2008-2009 
season, Trumaine was expected to be 
the starting point guard for the Toreros, 
yet after playing in the team's exhibi­
tion game against CSULA, he was 
indefinitely suspended by head coach 
Bill Grier for "behavior unbecoming of 
a USD athlete." Trumaine continued to 
watch his team on the bench, yet it was 
of no extra help to a team that is cur­
rently 4-3. 
The question on the mind of all Torero 
fans is exactly what has Trumaine done 
to deserve such a harsh punishment? 
The suspension went from temporary, 
to possibly long-term, as Trumaine was 
nowhere to be seen during the Toreros' 
victory over San Diego Christian Col­
lege last Saturday. 
The team has had multiple behav­
ioral issues this season, beginning with 
the one-game suspension of senior 
forward Gyno Pomare, as well as an 
indefinite suspension on sophomore 
forward Clinton Houston, who made 
his 2008-2009 debut on Monday. After 
these suspensions were announced, 
Trumaine was added to the list, and he 
is the lone Torero yet to be relieved of 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
Sophomore guard Trumaine Johnson has 
yet to play in a regular season game. 
his suspension. 
The Toreros are currently in the midst 
of a crucial time during the season. 
Winning league games are important, 
but the Toreros must also win non-
conference games against quality oppo­
nents, otherwise their hopes of another 
NCAA tournament berth will depend 
on whether they can win the WCC 
Tournament. The Toreros still have a 
chance at getting an at-large bid, but 
every game they are without Trumaine 
Johnson is another game they are not at 
full strength. 




Chuck Norris is to action television 
as Senior Breanne Ogden is to USD vol­
leyball; they are a perfect match. While 
the super strertgth and roundhouse kick 
of Norris never go unnoticed on the 
small screen, it has been the unselfish 
attitude and competitive spirit that has 
gotten Ogden noticed. 
After becoming a walk-on in her 
freshmen year, Ogden has dedicated 
three years of hard work and a lifetime 
of passion to earn a full athletic schol­
arship for her senior year. 
"I felt like it was a big honor," says 
Ogden, who remembers the exact 
moment during summer that head coach 
Jennifer Petrie told her the good news. 
"I cried and hugged her, then called my 
parents and they were so proud." 
The coaching staff shares a similar 
sense of pride. "Bree is one of the hard­
est working people on the court," assis­
tant coach Stephanie Moreno said. "It's 
a great award for her senior year." 
Ogden has also been described as the 
"mother hen" of the team. "She's really 
good at playing her role," Moreno said. 
Petrie couldn't agree more, "she is 
the pulse of our team chemistry; she's 
always there to be supportive, a social 
director that contributes to our suc­
cess." 
For this successful team that is 
ranked 15th in the nation, Ogden's 
Kimbo falls to unknown and MMA may have fallen with him 
MOSES UTOMI 
STAFF WRITFR 
North American mixed martial arts 
(MMA) has always been at a crossroads. 
Down one path, the sport flourishes and 
expands its sphere of influence into the 
mainstream, eventually becoming the 
foremost combat sport on the continent. 
Down the other, shady business and 
public opinion collaborate to minimize 
the sport's reach. 
For a while, it looked like the sport 
had finally begun heading down the 
former path. The Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) was upstaging 
both boxing and the WWE on Pay-Per-
View charts, and upstart promotions 
nationwide helped to showcase local 
talent. Major news outlets like ESPN 
began covering major fight cards, ex­
posing the sport to new audiences. 
And then Elite Extreme Combat 
(Elite XC) happened. 
History will decide whether Elite 
XC was a blessing or a curse, but right 
now, it looks very much like a pin 
stuck into an MMA voodoo doll. After 
becoming the first promotion to acquire 
a prime TV slot on a major network, 
hopes were high that EliteXC would be 
the Trojan horse to carry MMA into the 
mainstream. Once this horse reached 
mainstream gates though, out jumped 
controversy, underhanded dealings and 
an unfortunate spectacle led by none 
other than the bearded backyardigan 
himself, Kevin "Kimbo Slice" Fergu­
son. 
With his hyper-aggressive style, 
walk-on rewarded with full scholarship 
strong serve and fearless defense have 
been a big part of every victory. With 
her competitive drive, she has worked 
her way into a solid playing spot. 
Ogden's will to compete and passion 
for the game is not something new. "I 
have been playing sports my whole life 
and have always loved soccer and vol­
leyball," Ogden said. 
Her active lifestyle is in part due to 
her sports based family. Ogden was-born 
and raised in Newport Beach where 
her parents, Brent and Katie Ogden, 
have also lived for most of their lives. 
With her whole family currently living 
in Newport Beach, she feels an over­
whelming amount of support and San 
Diego pride. "My dad played football at 
San Diego State," Ogden said, "both of 
my aunts went to SDSU, and my. twin 
brother is going to Mesa, hoping to 
transfer to SDSU." 
This close-knit San Diego family 
ritually gathers to watch football on 
Sundays, but now they come together to 
watch Ogden play at every home game. 
Even though her focus is on volleyball, 
Ogden still manages to find time for her 
other two favorite activities: involve­
ment in her sorority and the San Diego 
Chargers. "I'm in Gamma Phi Beta, and 
it's a big thing because my mom, both 
aunts and grandma were also in it," 
Ogden said. "It has been a special bond 
that has brought my mom and I closer 
together." 
Ogden is also an avid fan of profes­
sional football. "If they (the Chargers) 
win, she's happy," said her roommate 
and senior setter Jessica Nyrop. "But if 
they lose, she will write on the white­
board in the locker room, - don't ask 
about the Chargers and don't talk to 
me." 
Despite her "fireball" attitude, 
Ogden is still "the sweetest girl 
ever," Nyrop said. "She's always 
willing to go the extra mile and 
always willing to put her own 
things aside to do anything 
for anyone." 
Going the extra mile 
: is a quality that was in­
stilled by her father. 
"He has really pushed 
me to do what I love, he's my 
biggest fan and he has really 
given me the opportunity to do 
anything, and has taught me so 
much about life and pursuing goals," 
Ogden said. 
One of her long-term goals is to 
work for and eventually take over her 
father's job as a commercial developer. 
She has also set her mind on becoming 
a personal trainer or nutritionist, as it is 
one of her passions. But with these as­
pirations further in the future, she is fo­
cusing her curent attention on the team. 
Like Chuck Norris, who will always 
be remembered as one of the greats in 
television history, Breanne Ogden is 
hoping to lead her team past the elite 
eight, so they will be remembered a° 
one of the greatest teams in USD vol­
leyball history. 
brutal knockout power and fearsome 
mug, Kimbo was everything casual 
MMA fans loved and nearly everything 
devoted fans abhorred. The EliteXC 
hype machine presented Kimbo as a 
rising star and legitimate top fighter, 
an idea that many less informed view­
ers ate up. To the "hardcore" MMA 
follower, it was only a matter of time 
before Kimbo would face a .legitimate 
martial artist and be rendered 
comatose. The result would 
appropriately, expose Kim-
bo's ineptness, but would also 
cause some of the more 
casual observers to lose 
interest. 
Thanks to unknown 
Seth Petruzelli, MMA 
once again stands at a 
crossroads. The flam­
boyant journeyman's 
tidy dispatching of Slice 
and his subsequent impli­
cations of illegal backstage 
dealings by EliteXC's man­
agement seemed to play a role 
in CBS's decision not to buy the 
promotion, resulting in ProElite, Eli­
teXC's parent company, ceasing opera­
tions altogether. 
EliteXC's concession of their piece 
of the MMA pie leaves a noticeable void 
in the market. On a smaller level, the 
promotion's fighters and video library 
are up for grabs. More importantly 
though, the collapse of EliteXC allows 
for other promotions to push their oper­
ation into the limelight. Contenders like 
Strikeforce and Affliction are already 
eagerly signing fighters 
and pushing for 
live TV deals. 
H o w e v e r ,  
as EliteXC has 
shown, success in 
M M A  
promotion is no easy feat. Ideally, 
another promotion or two will rise to 
challenge UFC dominance and further 
promote the sport, but it's possible 
that EliteXC's collapse signifies that 
MMA's rapid rise in popularity has 
reached a plateau. 
Recently viewer disinterest and the 
lagging economy have handed the UFC 
surprisingly low sales numbers. 
The end of December will bring a 
MARISSA WINKLER/THE VISTA 
series of. outstanding fight cards from 
most promotions as they attempt to 
close out the year with a bang, and it is 
likely then that MMA will definitively 
choose one path or the other. 
If there is still a spark left, these 
cards are the best chance of igniting 
them and fully carrying MMA into the 
mainstream. If not, then it looks like 
"ultimate fighting" will have a long, 
bumpy road ahead. 
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Victorious Toreros stampede the Aggies 
RUBIN RESNICK 
CHIFF COPY FDITOR 
For UC Davis, the game was a mere 
formality given the quality talent of 
their program in comparison to that of 
San Diego's. Last year, in the Aggies' 
new stadium, the Toreros gave up a 
46-42 lead in the final 30 seconds of 
the game on a four play, 63-yard drive 
that was capped by a 18-yard passing 
touchdown to lose 49-46 in heartbreak­
ing fashion. In their third annual sea­
son-ending match on Nov. 23, however, 
the game had been decided in the final 
minutes of the fourth quarter in favor of 
the Toreros. 
"This game was a statement game. 
This game would show that we could 
compete in the Great West Conference 
alongside UC Davis,Cal Poly, Southern 
Utah, North Dakota and South Dakota" 
senior defensive back Joe Staab said. 
"Our team had suffered many injuries, 
imagine if we had all of our start­
ers healthy, we could have done even 
better." 
USD ended their second season 
under head coach Ron Caragher with 
a record of 9-2, mirroring their effort 
last year, with a 28-20 triumph over UC 
Davis, a scholarship team within the 
Football Championship Subdivision. 
This was the only game that the Toreros 
had against a scholarship team and had 
amounted to a figurative bowl game for 
them. The Aggies entered the contest 
with a 5-6 record and were fighting for 
a non-losing season against an oppo­
nent that was looking for revenge for 
last year's loss. 
Junior quarterback Sebastian Trujillo 
ended his season with another efficient 
game completing 25 of 40 passes for 
281 yards and three touchdowns with 
one interception. Senior Wide receiv­
ers John Matthews and Ben Hannula 
both caught a touchdown along with 
freshman tight end Patrick Doyle. 
Sophomore Running back Phil Morelli 
contributed to the offensive effort with 
78 yards off of 17 carries for one touch­
down. 
The teams started the game fast by 
scoring on their opening possessions. 
UC Davis scored on the fourth play 
of the game when receiver Bakari 
Grant burned the Toreros defense for 
a 59-yard touchdown reception. The 
Toreros then evened the score with 
Hannula's touchdown and took the 
lead after Doyle executed a screen pass 
for 31 yards and a score. Aggies' wide 
receiver Chris Miller then scored late 
in the second quarter on a 36-yard pass 
from Greg Denham to give his team the 
lead, 17-14. On the ensuing possession, 
starting from their own 5-yard line, the 
Toreros drove the entire length of the 
field, but were eventually stopped by 
Davis' goal-line defense even though 
they had the ball with a first down and 
goal to go on the 1-yard line. 
Aiming to regain momentum, USD 
scored on the opening possession of the. 
second half and led the rest of the game. 
Denham completed 26 of 41 passes for 
434 yards and two touchdowns, but his 
team disintegrated in the second half. 
UC Davis had two turnovers within the 
red zone and committed 11 penalties 
for 94 yards, which characterized their 
lackluster performance and kept them 
from winning the game. 
"The game was won in the trenches, 
the linebackers and the D-line kept up 
pressure on the quarterback the whole 
game and allowed me to make my in­
terception in the third quarter" senior 
defensive back Ryan Echer said. 
The defense was led by defensive 
backs Gabe Derricks and Frederick Obi 
who each had seven tackles while de­
fensive linemen John G'Sell and Paul 
Tremblay along with defensive back 
Derron Juarez each contributed a sack. 
The turning point of the game came 
late into the fourth quarter when San 
Diego maintained their focused con­
centration and dismantled the opposing 
defense. Freshman wide receiver Taylor 
Wright had returned a punt to the UC 
Davis 45-yard line when the Aggies 
were assessed a 15-yard penalty for a 
personal foul, wich ended up being a 
costly mistake. Trujillo then lobbed a 
fade pass to Matthews in the back of the 
endzone for the touchdown, but it was 
called back because of a holding pen­
alty, placing the Torefos at midfield. 
Several plays later, San Diego faced 
a fourth-and-five from the UC Davis 
35-yard line and then wisely took a 
delay of game penalty in order to give 
punter Kyle Negrete more room to punt 
the ball. The penalty was declined by 
Davis at which point Caragher, in a 
show of bravado play calling, placed 
his offense back out on the field to 
convert the fourth down. Trujillo rose 
to the occasion and fired a pass to Mat­
thews for the first down and then again, 
four plays later, converted another 
fourth down with a pass to Matthews. 
The drive ended when Trujillo found 
Matthews for his third touchdown pass 
in the back of the end zone, giving the 
Toreros a one touchdown lead that they 
held until the end of the game. 
"Beating Davis was very important 
to us, especially after what they had 
done to us the last two years. This was a 
great team victory, a lot of guys stepped 
up, and the defense came up absolutely 
huge when we needed them to," Mat-
tews said. "We very easily could have 
folded after back to back losses but in­
stead we responded with three straight 
wins to end the season against quality 
opponents. I've never been more proud 
to be a part of this team." 
Matthews finished the game with 13 
receptions for 161 yards and one touch­
down. He finished the season with 102 
receptions for 1478 yards and 21 touch­
downs, numbers that indicate definite 
playmaking ability to NFL scouts. It 
was an outstanding end to a brilliant 
career where he holds USD's all-time 
record for both receiving touchdowns 
and receiving yards. Furthermore, his 
50 receiving touchdowns ranks second 
all-time in the Football Championship 
Subdivision, matching that of Jerry 
Rice from Mississippi Valley State Uni­
versity. 
The football team ended their season 
on a high note, defeating a scholarship 
team from the Great West Conference. 
The Toreros will look to build on this 
success for the next season as they con­
tinue to make their case to the Football 
Championship Subdivision that they 
deserve to be included in the 16-team 
playoff picture. 
(Above) Senoir wide receiver Ben Han­
nula lines up for a play against UC Davis. 
The Toreros maintained their cool under pressure to win a hard fought battle against the UC Davis Aggies. USD won 28-20 and ended their season with a 9-2 record. 
